
Visitors take photos of themselves with the “Charging Bull” sculpture in Wall Street’s financial district in New York. This week marks the 25th anniversary of the 
installation of Arturo Di Modica’s 1989 work. The Dow Jones industrial average had its biggest surge in three years Thursday, rising sharply for a second day. The gains 
Thursday were led by technology stocks as Oracle soared following better-than-expected earnings. 

(AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews) 
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Top Islamic militants killed; more US troops going to Iraq 





U.S. Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel wears body armor as he steps off a helicopter at Baghdad 
International Airport. Two senior Islamic State group leaders were killed in U.S. and coalition air- 
strikes in northern Iraq, U.S. officials said Thursday, as Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel approved 
new orders for several hundred troops to deploy to Iraq to train Iraqi forces. 

(AP Photo/Mark Wilson, Pool) 


LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Two 

senior Islamic State group 
leaders were killed in U.S. 
and coalition airstrikes in 
northern Iraq over the last 
week, U.S. officials said 
Thursday, as Defense Sec¬ 
retary Chuck Hagel ap¬ 
proved new orders for 
several hundred troops 
to deploy to Iraq to train 
Iraqi forces. According to 
one of the U.S. officials, air- 
strikes killed a key deputy of 
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the 
leader of the Islamic State 
militants, and one of al- 
Baghdadi's military chiefs. 
A third militant, described 
as a mid-level leader, was 
also killed. 

The officials spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because 
they were not authorized 
to discuss the identification 
details publicly. 

Words of the deaths came 
after Hagel signed orders 
Wednesday for the first 
group of U.S. troops to go to 
Iraq as part of fhe adminis¬ 
tration's recent decision to 


deploy 1,500 more Ameri¬ 
can forces to the country. 
The troops are to advise 
and train Iraqi forces. 


The fop U.S. commander 
for the mission in Iraq and 
Syria said Thursday the next 
wave of American froops 


will begin moving info Iraq 
in a couple of weeks, and 
cautioned that it will take 
at least three years to build 


the capabilities of the Iraqi 
military. 

Army Lt. Gen. James Ter¬ 
ry, who is leading the U.S. 
campaign to defeat Islam¬ 
ic State militants in Syria and 
Iraq, said the challenge 
is to get Iraqi units trained 
and back into the fight so 
they can plan operations 
to regain contested areas 
such as Mosul. 

He said that while there has 
been progress in halting 
the militants’ charge across 
Iraq, “I think what we must 
do, especially inside of Iraq, 
is continue to build those 
(Iraqi) capabilities. I think 
you're at least talking a 
minimum of three years.” 
The Iraqi army wants to 
launch a counteroffensive 
to retake Mosul, the largest 
city in northern Iraq, and 
theU.S. probably would 
help. While there have 
been some concerns that 
Iraq’s military may not be 
ready yet for such an am¬ 
bitious operation, Hagel 
said last week that the U.S. 
is working with senior Iraqi 
leaders on preparationsO 
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Obama signs legislation ending US benefit checks for Nazis 




RICHARD LARDNER 
DAVID RISING 
RANDY HERSCHAFT 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama on 
Thursday capped a swift 
and forceful response to an 
Associated Press investiga¬ 
tion by signing into law a 
measure that bars suspect¬ 
ed Nazi war criminals from 
receiving U.S. government 
pension benefits, known as 
Social Security. 

AP’s investigation, which 
was the impetus for the No 
Social Security for Nazis Act, 
found that dozens of former 
Nazis collected millions of 
dollars in retirement benefits 
after being forced to leave 
the United States. Recipients 
ranged from the SS guards 
who patrolled the Third 
Reich’s network of camps 
where millions of Jews died 


to a rocket scientist who 
helped develop the V-2 
rocket that Nazi Germany 
used to attack London. 

The speed with which the 
legislation moved under¬ 
scored the outrage AP’s 
findings triggered among 
lawmakers in Congress — 
and American taxpayers. 
The House unanimously ap¬ 
proved the bill Dec. 2 and 
the Senate passed it by 
voice vote just two days 
later. 

Mike King, a Vietnam vet¬ 
eran and a retired police 
office, gets a Social Secu¬ 
rity check of $900 a month. 
That’s less than half of what 
he could be getting based 
on his years in the workforce. 
But his benefits are reduced 
because of a rule that docks 
retirees who simultaneously 
collect a public pension. It’s 
“appalling,” he said, that 


President Barack Obama speaks in the Roosevelt Room of the White House in Washington. 
Obama on Thursday capped a swift and forceful response to an Associated Press investigation 
by signing into law a measure that bars suspected Nazi war criminals from receiving U.S. Social 
Security benefits. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin) 


former Nazis collected ben¬ 
efits when he and others in 


his position are forced to ac¬ 
cept less. 

“It is a slap in the face, not 
only to every American citi¬ 
zen but to every American 
veteran,” King said. 

The bill signed into law by 
Obama terminates Social 
Security payments for in¬ 
dividuals stripped of their 
American citizenships due 
to their participation in Nazi 
persecutions during World 
War II. U.S. law previously 
mandated a higher thresh¬ 
old — a final order of de¬ 
portation — before a per¬ 
son’s Social Security benefits 
could be terminated. 


By lowering the threshold 
to loss of citizenship, a step 
known as denaturalization, 
the bill effectively shuts a 
loophole that for years had 
allowed suspected Nazis to 
continue receiving benefits 
even after being expelled 
from the U.S. for their roles in 
Third Reich’s atrocities. 

AP found that since 1979 
at least 38 of 66 suspects 
removed from the United 
States kept their Social Secu¬ 
rity benefits. Many of these 
former Nazis got in to the U.S. 
after the war by lying about 
their pasts and eventually 
became U.S. citizens. □ 
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White House waives sanctions 
authority despite new law 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 

President Barack Obama 
signed legislation Thursday 
authorizing new sanctions 
on Russia but said he does 
not plan to impose the 
penalties outlined in the 
measure. 

White House officials have 
said Obama has concerns 
that the measure was not 
in line with his policy of en¬ 
acting sanctions in tandem 
with the European Union. 
The U.S. and Europe have 
sought to present a united 
front against Russia over 
Moscow’s provocations in 
Ukraine. 

“Signing this legislation 
does not signal a change 
in the administration’s 
sanctions policy, which we 
have carefully calibrated 


in accordance with de¬ 
velopments on the ground 
and coordinated with 
our allies and partners," 
Obama said in a state¬ 
ment. He added that he 
could use the authorities 
included in the measure 
“if circumstances warrant¬ 
ed.” 

The legislation required the 
president to impose pen¬ 
alties on a Russian state- 
owned arms dealer and 
other defense companies, 
but it also gave him the 
ability to waive the penal¬ 
ties. 

White Houses sometimes 
chafe at congressionally- 
mandated sanctions be¬ 
cause revoking the pen¬ 
alties requires legislative 
actionO 
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US: Uganda-based man counterfeited $2M in cash 


U.S. Attorney David Hickton, right, and Eric Zahren, the special 
agent-in-charge of Pittsburgh's U.S. Secret Service office, talk 
about the investigation and arrest of Ryan Andrew Gustafson, 
during a news conference .Thursday, Dec. 18,2014, in Pittsburgh. 

(AP Photo/Keith Srakocic) 


JOE MANDAK 
Associated Press 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — U.S. au¬ 
thorities charged a man 
Thursday with leading a 
multimillion-dollar interna¬ 
tional counterfeit money 
operation based in Ugan¬ 
da and shipping bogus bills 
to the United States. 

Ryan Andrew Gustafson 
was charged with con¬ 
spiracy to commit of¬ 
fenses against the United 
States and counterfeiting 
acts committed outside 
the U.S., authorities said. 
Gustafson was arrested 
Dec. 11 in Uganda, and 
investigators said they 
seized sophisticated print¬ 
ers and other equipment 
used to make the high- 
quality fake $20, $50 and 
$100 bills. Authorities said 
he made more than $2 mil¬ 
lion in U.S. currency, most 
of it passed in Uganda, but 
about $270,000 of which 
was shipped to the United 
States. 

Ugandan and U.S. authori¬ 
ties said they also found 
counterfeit Euros, Indian 
rupees and currency from 
Uganda, Congo and Gha¬ 
na when Gustafson was ar¬ 
rested. 

The scheme unraveled 
when a fake $100 bill 
passed at a Pittsburgh cof¬ 
fee shop last December 


was detected by bank em¬ 
ployees, authorities said. 
Hickton and Eric Zahren, 
the special agent-in- 
charge of Pittsburgh’s U.S. 
Secret Service office, said 
investigators traced that 
bill to a Pittsburgh man and 
further investigation deter¬ 
mined Gustafson was ship¬ 
ping the bills to others in 
Florida, Minnesota, Texas 
and Washington. They said 
about $30,000 in counter¬ 
feit bills was passed in the 


Pittsburgh area. 

Hickton and Zahren didn't 
say who in Pittsburgh re¬ 
ceived the money, but 
he’s identified by the ini¬ 
tials J.G. in the Gustafson 
complaint and as Joseph 
Graziano Jr. in court doc¬ 
uments relating to two 
pending fraud cases. No 
attorney or address was 
listed for Gustafson in court 
records. Graziano's attor¬ 
ney, Martin Dietz, declined 
to comment. Hickton said 



Gandelman 

We would like to inform our valued clientele 
that all our Stores including the Cartier Boutique 
will dose at 5 pm on Saturday, December 20th 
in connection with the Company's Year End 
Employees' Celebration. 


Gustafson will be returned 
to the U.S. after Ugandan 
officials prosecute him on 
counterfeiting charges. 

The Gustafson complaint 
said he offered the coun¬ 
terfeit money for sale on 
encrypted Internet forums. 
Graziano is accused in one 
transaction of sending Gus¬ 
tafson $1,500 in real curren¬ 
cy in exchange for $4,000 
worth of fake bills. 

The money was glued in¬ 
side charitable Save the 


Children pamphlets, and, 
investigators contend, 
Gustafson used a pair of 
rubber gloves modeled 
after his own hands to pre¬ 
pare the packages so he 
would not leave finger¬ 
prints. Despite that, Zahren 
said, Gustafson was tied to 
one of the packages by 
a fingerprint. The money 
shipments also were sent 
through a series of uniden¬ 
tified people who relayed 
them through the mail. □ 


CELEBRATE YOUR CHRISTMAS 
DINNER AT DRIFTWOOD! 


SEASONS GREETINGS TO ALL OUR VALUED GUESTS 



Our holiday special this year offers 
a 3-course Dinner for $25.95 p.p. 

+1.5%, No Service Charge! 


Appetizer 

• Oyster Soup • Onion Soup 

• Fish Croquet • Salad 
• Coconut Shrimp 

Entree 

• Fresh Catch of the Day • Jumbo Shrimp 

• Filet Mignon* • Keshi Yena 

Dessert 
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• Ice Cream • Coffee / Tea 


* a $2 surcharge will be added to the bill for the Filet Mignon option. 

This special cannot be used with any other promotions, vouchers or certificates. 



For reservations call: 583-2515 

Open daily from 5:00pm - 10:30pm (closed on Sundays) 
e-mail: driftwood@setarnet.aw • Klipstraat 12, Downtown. 
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Tsarnaev lawyer says he plans to seek trial delay 



In this courtroom sketch, Boston Marathon bombing suspect Dzhokhar Tsarnaev is depicted sit¬ 
ting in federal court in Boston Thursday, Dec. 18, 2014, for a final hearing before his trial begins 
in January. Tsarnaev is charged with the April 2013 attack that killed three people and injured 
more than 260. He could face the death penalty if convicted. (AP Photo/Jane Flavell Collins) 


DENISE LAVOIE 
AP Legal Affairs Writer 
BOSTON (AP) — Boston 
Marathon bombing suspect 
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev returned 
to court Thursday for the 
first time since he was ar¬ 
raigned in July 2013, and he 
received a shout of encour¬ 
agement from the mother- 
in-law of a man who was 
shot and killed while being 
questioned by law enforce¬ 
ment after the bombings. 
Security was tight at the 
federal courthouse in Bos¬ 
ton for Tsarnaev’s final pre¬ 
trial conference. 

Even before the hearing 
began, tensions ran high. 
Outside the courthouse, a 
man who lost his right leg 
in the bombings had a tes¬ 
ty exchange with a small 
group of protesters holding 
signs supporting Tsarnaev 
and questioning whether 
authorities have proof that 
he is responsible for the 
bombings. 

Marc Fucarile held up his 
prosthetic leg and moved 
it back and forth toward 
the demonstrators, saying: 
“That’s proof right there.” 
One of the demonstrators 
said to Fucarile: “You should 
care that they get the right 


guy.” 

Fucarile replied: “Get a life, 
lady. Go to work.” 

Three people were killed 
and more than 260 were 
injured when two bombs 
exploded near the finish line 
of the April 2013 marathon. 
Tsarnaev, who has plead¬ 


ed not guilty to 30 federal 
charges, faces the possibil¬ 
ity of the death penalty if he 
is convicted. 

During the brief court 
hearing, U.S. District Court 
George O’Toole Jr. made 
no rulings, saying he would 
rule in writing on pending 


motions, including the de¬ 
fense’s latest push to move 
the trial out of Boston. 

David Bruck, one of Tsar¬ 
naev’s lawyers, told the 
judge that the defense 
plans to file a motion to de¬ 
lay the trial, which is now 
scheduled to begin on Jan. 


5 with jury selection. Bruck 
did not say how long of a 
delay the defense will seek. 
The mother-in-law of 
Ibragim Todashev called 
out to Tsarnaev in Russian 
in the courtroom. Elena 
Teyer said she told him: “We 
pray for you. Be strong, my 
son. We know you are inno¬ 
cent.” Later, in English, she 
yelled to the law enforce¬ 
ment officers escorting her 
out of the room: “Stop killing 
innocent people. Stop kill¬ 
ing innocent boys.” 
Tsarnaev never flinched or 
acknowledged the shouts. 
Tsarnaev, 21, wore a black 
sweater and gray trousers 
and had a scruffy beard 
and a curly hairstyle similar 
to the one seen in earlier 
photos. He smiled to his at¬ 
torneys and one patted him 
on the arm. 

The courtroom was packed 
with FBI agents, police who 
worked on the case and 
more than a dozen survivors 
and family members. 

At his last court appear¬ 
ance 17 months ago, Tsar¬ 
naev still bore signs of the 
bloody standoff with police 
that led to his capture and 
the death of his older broth¬ 
er, Tamerlan.□ 
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Sheriff to halt immigrant ID theft squad 


JACQUES BILLEAUD 
Associated Press 
PHOENIX (AP) — An Arizo¬ 
na sheriff known for arrest¬ 
ing hundreds of immigrants 
in the country illegally on 
charges of finding work 
using fake or stolen identi¬ 
ties is planning to close the 
controversial squad that in¬ 
vestigates such cases. 
Maricopa County Sheriff 
Joe Arpaio's decision to 
disband the criminal em¬ 
ployment squad will end 
his last major foothold in 
immigration enforcement 
after the courts and feder¬ 
al government have grad¬ 
ually reined in his powers in 
recent years. 

Since 2008, Arpaio has 
raided 83 businesses, lead¬ 
ing to more than 700 im¬ 
migrants being charged 
with using fake or stolen IDs 
to get jobs. The raids have 
been criticized as focusing 
too heavily on the workers 
instead of employers. 

“Here is guy who abused 
these laws and twisted 


them in such a sick way to 
do it for political gain. But 
I am glad that the reign 
over immigrants is over,” 
said Lydia Guzman, a civil 
rights advocate who doc¬ 
umented many of Arpaio’s 
business raids and immi¬ 
gration patrols. 

The agency didn’t immedi¬ 
ately respond to a request 
for comment Thursday 
morning. 

The sheriff's office an¬ 
nounced the squad’s 
planned closure late 
Wednesday as part of a 
legal challenge to the im¬ 
migrant ID-theft cases. The 
squad will close in January 
or February after it com¬ 
pletes an investigation. 

A memo by a sheriff's offi¬ 
cial said the agency will be 
voluntarily halting its work- 
related ID theft enforce¬ 
ment and that the decision 
was made after the courts 
have shelved certain Ari¬ 
zona immigration laws. 

The ID theft laws were part 
of a package of legislation 


that sought to confront 
employers who hire immi¬ 
grants in the country illegal¬ 
ly. Only one employer has 
been criminally charged in 
those investigations. 

But the immigrants ar¬ 
rested for ID theft typically 
plead guilty to a felony, 
frequently face deporta¬ 
tion and are unable to re¬ 
enter the U.S. legally. 
Arpaio's immigration pow¬ 
ers have dwindled as the 
federal government cur¬ 
tailed his authority or courts 
struck down several Ari¬ 
zona laws seeking to con¬ 
front illegal immigration. 

In late 2009, Washington 
stripped some of his depu¬ 
ties of their power to make 
federal immigration arrests. 
The restrictions continued 
when a judge ruled in May 
2013 that Arpaio’s office 
had systematically racially 
profiled Latinos in regular 
traffic and special immi¬ 
gration patrols. Arpaio vig¬ 
orously denies the court’s 
conclusions. □ 
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Slain German teen's parents testify about US ordeal 


USA BAUMANN 
Associated Press 
MISSOULA, Montana (AP) 

— The parents of a Ger¬ 
man exchange student 
who was shot to death by 
a man while trespassing 
in his garage in Montana 
told a judge Thursday their 
dreams are broken. 

Celal and Gulcin Dede 
testified about the impact 
of their 17-year-old son's 


death, saying they've 
been unable to work or 
plan for the future. A judge 
will consider their com¬ 
ments when sentencing 
Markus Kaarma, who was 
convicted of deliberate 
homicide Wednesday in 
Diren Dede’s killing. 

“Our whole family in Ham¬ 
burg, Germany and in 
Turkey are all broken and 
most have psychological 


problems right now,” Celal 
Dede said through a Turkish 
translator. 

Kaarma tried unsuccessful¬ 
ly to use Montana’s “stand 
your ground” self-defense 
law to avoid conviction. 
More than 30 U.S. states 
have such laws expand¬ 
ing the right of people 
to use deadly force to pro¬ 
tect their homes or them¬ 
selves. They expanded 


on the self-defense prin¬ 
ciple known as the castle 
doctrine is a centuries-old 
premise that a person has 
the right to defend their 
home against attack. The 
name evokes the old say¬ 
ing, “My home is my cas¬ 
tle.” 

Prosecutors requested 
Thursday's hearing so the 
Dedes wouldn’t have to 
return to Montana for Kaar- 


ma’s Feb. 12 sentencing. 
Kaarma could face be¬ 
tween 10 years and 100 
years in prison. His lawyers 
plan to appeal. 

The shooting sparked an 
outry in Germany, where 
the government followed 
it closely. Hamburg pros¬ 
ecutor Carsten Rinio said 
this week his office was in¬ 
vestigating the Dede case, 
as required under German 


law. 

Kaarma shot Diren Dede in 
the early hours of April 27 
after being alerted to an 
intruder by motion sensors. 
Witnesses testified Kaarma 
fired four shotgun blasts 
at the teen, who was un¬ 
armed. Celal Dede said his 
son never meant to come 
to the United States to do 
anything bad, and he 
didn’t deserve to die that 


way. Diren's mother told 
the court she would never 
forget the phone call tell¬ 
ing her Diren was dead. 

“I wanted to kiss him and 
hug him ... but could only 
kiss his cold body,” Gulcin 
Dede said through the 
translator. 

She said Diren was a well- 
behaved child who be¬ 
came a leader, respected 
and loved by his family and 
friends. 

“How a human can survive 
and continue her life with¬ 
out part of her heart,” she 
said. “We are trying to do 
that. I’m happy because 
Diren was a good boy and 
people loved him.” 
Kaarma, handcuffed and 
wearing an orange jail suit, 
mostly looked at the floor 
while the Dedes spoke. Af¬ 
terward, he gave a rushed 
statement, telling the court 
he never intended to hurt 
anyone that night and that 
it was a terrible time for his 
own family. 

“I can’t even imagine the 
pain you feel,” he said to 
the Dedes. “If I could go 
back in time and change 
it, I would. I’m sorry for the 
loss of Diren.” 

Kaarma's "castle doctrine” 
defense, which allows peo¬ 
ple to use deadly force to 
protect their home and 
family, failed him after pros¬ 
ecutors argued Kaarma 
hoped to bait an intruder 
by leaving his garage door 
partially open and placing 
a purse inside. 

Kaarma told several hair¬ 
stylists before the shooting 
that he had been waiting 
up to shoot some kids who 
were burglarizing homes. 
He said they would see it 
on the news.Q 


■ ■ 



Gulcin and Celal Dede embrace after Markus Kaarma was found guilty of deliberate homicide 
in Missoula County District Court in Missoula, Mont., in the shooting death of their son Diren Dede, 
a foreign exchange student from Germany who trespassed in to Kaarma's garage last spring. 

(AP Photo/The Missoulian, Michael Gallacher) 


Judge: Slender Man stabbing defendants competent 


TODD RICHMOND 
Associated Press 
WAUKESHA, Wisconsin 

(AP) — Two girls accused 
of stabbing a classmate 
to please the fantasy web 
character Slender Man are 
fit to stand trial, a judge 
ruled Thursday. 

Prosecutors have charged 
both girls with attempted 
first-degree intentional 

homicide in the attack 
in May. They say the girls 
plotted for months to kill 
classmate Payton Leutner, 


luring her to a wooded 
park after a sleepover and 
stabbing her 19 times. After 
her attackers left, Leutner 
crawled through the 
woods to a sidewalk where 
a bicyclist found her and 
called for help. 

State experts concluded 
that both girls were com¬ 
petent, but their attorneys 
contested those conclu¬ 
sions. Waukesha County 
Circuit Judge Michael 
Bohren held back-to-back 
hearings for both girls Thurs¬ 


day to decide. 

Bohren’s decisions mean 
both cases will continue 
to preliminary hearings, 
where a judge will decide 
whether there's enough 
evidence for trial. 

The two girls charged in the 
case were found walking 
toward a national forest 
where they said they be¬ 
lieved Slender Man lived 
in a mansion. They told in¬ 
vestigators they believed 
killing Leutner would curry 
favor with the figure. 


All three girls were 12 at the 
time of the incident. The 
first girl that Bohren found 
competent Thursday has 
since turned 13. 

Wisconsin law requires sus¬ 
pects who are at least 10 
years old to be charged 
as adults in severe crimes. 
The Associated Press isn’t 
naming either defendant 
because their attorneys 
have said they may still try 
to move their cases into 
juvenile court, where pro¬ 
ceedings are secretO 




Emma Czornobaj appears 
at the Montreal Courthouse 
in Montreal. Czornobaj, 
who caused a fatal traffic 
accident after stopping her 
car to help ducks on a busy 
highway, was sentenced 
Thursday, Dec. 18, 2014, to 90 
days in prison and a 10-year 
driving ban. 

(AP Photo/Graham Hughes,) 

Canada woman 
stops for ducks; 
sentenced in 2 
traffic fatalities 

MONTREAL (AP) — A 

Canadian woman who 
caused a fatal traffic ac¬ 
cident after stopping her 
car to help ducks on a 
busy highway was sen¬ 
tenced Thursday to 90 
days in prison and a 10- 
year driving ban. 

Emma Czornobaj was 
convicted by a jury on 
two counts of criminal 
negligence for causing 
death and two counts of 
dangerous driving caus¬ 
ing death. The 25-year- 
old was charged in the 
deaths of Andre Roy, 50, 
and his daughter Jessie, 
16 . 

The sentence, handed 
down in Montreal, also 
prohibits her from driving 
for 10 years and stipulates 
she must do 240 hours of 
community service. 

After Czornobaj stopped 
her car in June 2010 to 
rescue ducklings on the 
side of a Montreal high¬ 
way, a motorcycle carry¬ 
ing the victims slammed 
into her vehicle. 
Czornobaj's lawyer, 
Marc Labelle, said he 
likely wouldn’t appeal 
the 90-day sentence. Her 
defense team argued 
she should only get the 
community service. 
Pauline Volikakis, the wife 
and mother of the vic¬ 
tims, said the family was 
hoping for a significant 
sentence and got it.Q 
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Sunday's in December 


Buccaneer Restaurant is OPEN on Sunday December 21 st 28th 
2014. at 5:30 until 10:00pm & will be featuring LfVE STEEL FAN MUS/C 
Special 3 course Holiday Menu available & Large Company Christmas 

Parties are Welcome 


Gesparito 11-C Nciord 

Onfy lO minutes 
from the iugftttse Itetcis 


'The Best Seafood & international Cuisine 1 


Call now for reservations 5866172 or 5930027. _ 

You can make reservations online at restaurantbuccaneengQgtnait.com 


Putin: 

West wants to defang, declaw Russian bear 


Dutch Cabinet 
crisis deepens 

MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — The Netherlands’ 
prime minister has can¬ 
celed plans to attend a Eu¬ 
ropean summit in Brussels in 
order to focus his full atten¬ 
tion on a domestic political 
spat that is threatening to 
cause the collapse of his 
2-year-old governing coali¬ 
tion. 

The crisis was precipitated 
by the failure of a health 
care reform law to pass the 
upper house of parliament, 
where Mark Ruffe’s con¬ 
servative VVD party and 
left-leaning junior coalition 
partner Labor lack a major¬ 
ity. 

Several Labor senators 
declined to pass the law, 
which would restrict pa¬ 
tients’ choice of doctors 
to those approved by their 
insurance companies. The 
VVD believes the mea¬ 
sure is vital to restrain rising 
health care costs. 

The coalition has been an 
uneasy partnership from 
the start because of ideo¬ 
logical differences, but 
both parties have slumped 
in the polls since taking of¬ 
fice and wouldn't relish 
new elections early next 
year. Anti-Islam lawmaker 
Geert Wilders’ Freedom 
Party leads in polls. 
Separate from fhe Cabi¬ 
net crisis, prosecutors in The 
Hague announced Thurs¬ 
day they plan to press hate 
speech charges against 
Wilders for remarks includ¬ 
ing a chant at a postelec¬ 
tion rally in which he asked 
his supporters whether they 
wanted more or fewer Mo¬ 
roccans in the Netherlands. 
The announcement 

marked the second time 
Wilders has faced charges 
linked to his anti-immigrant 
and anti-Islam rhetoric. He 
was acquitted of similar 
charges in 2011 .□ 


LAURA MILLS 
V. ISACHENKOV 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Sternly 
warning the West it cannot 
defang the metaphorical 
Russian bear, a confident¬ 
looking President Vladimir 
Putin promised Thursday to 
shore up the plummeting 
ruble and revive the econ¬ 
omy within two years. 

While he issued a litany of 
sharp rebukes against the 
West, Putin struck a concil¬ 
iatory note on Ukraine, say¬ 
ing that the rebellious east 
should remain part of the 
country, backing a quick 
exchange of war prisoners 
and praising his Ukrainian 
counterpart. 

The mixture of blistering 
anti-Western rhetoric and 
constructive signals ap¬ 
peared to indicate that 
Putin is eager to negotiate 
a face-saving solution to 
the Ukrainian crisis, but has 
no intention of conceding 
defeat in his standoff with 
the West. In his first pub¬ 
lic appearance since the 
crash of the ruble's value 
this week, Putin accepted 
responsibility for the eco¬ 
nomic crisis. He said West¬ 
ern sanctions accounted 
for at least 25 percent of 
the ruble’s fall, but the 
main reason was Russia's 
failure to ease its over¬ 
whelming dependence on 
oil and gas exports. 

In his speech, the man who 
has led Russia for 15 years 
sought to soothe market 
fears, saying the country 
has sufficient currency re¬ 
serves and would not resort 
to administrative controls, 
such as fixing exchange 
rates or obliging export¬ 
ers to sell non-Russian cur¬ 
rency. 

Following Putin’s perfor¬ 
mance, the Russian cur¬ 
rency traded between 60 
and 62 rubles to the dol¬ 
lar, roughly the same level 


as late Wednesday, when 
it rallied 12 percent after 
plummeting to a historic 
low of 80 rubles per dollar. 
The currency has lost about 
half its value since January. 
In Brussels, the EU beefed 
up its sanctions against 
Russia with a ban Thursday 
on investment in Crimea 


and other economic pen¬ 
alties, including measures 
aimed at keeping tourists 
away. 

Putin shrugged off specu¬ 
lation that some members 
of his inner circle hurt by 


Western sanctions could 
rebel against him in a “pal¬ 
ace coup.” He cited strong 
public support. 

An Associated Press-NORC 
Center for Public Affairs Re¬ 
search poll released Thurs¬ 
day backed up that view, 
recording his approval rat¬ 
ing among Russians at 81 


percent, a level far above 
typical ratings for world 
leaders. The poll was con¬ 
ducted before the ruble’s 
slump this week, which 
spurred many Russians to 
withdraw bank deposits 


and buy Western curren¬ 
cies or durable goods in 
an attempt to protect the 
value of their savings. 

Audi was the latest major 
company to suspend de¬ 
liveries in Russia amid the 
ruble’s turmoil. Apple halt¬ 
ed online sales earlier this 
week. 


If the Kremlin fails to stabi¬ 
lize the ruble soon, panic 
could spread, triggering an 
even more massive run on 
banks and a sharp surge in 
inflation that could swiftly 
erode Putin’s supportO 



CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROM 
MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF 
QUICKIE Mf KIF LAUNDROMAT * 
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY 
NEW TEAR WF APPRECIATE 
TOUR BUSINESS AND LOOK 
FORWARD TO SERVING YOU IN 
Till-: NEW YEAR 



^ _ 



Russian President Vladimir Putin gestures as he speaks during his annual news conference in 
Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 18, 2014. Putin says Russia has sufficient currency reserves and 
that the ruble will recover. (AP Photo/Pavel Golovkin) 
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Botched cyberattack on Syria group blamed on IS 


RAPHAEL SATTER 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) —A botched 
cyberattack aimed at un¬ 
masking Syrian dissidents 
has experts worried that 
the Islamic State group is 
adding malicious software 
to its arsenal. 

Internet watchdog Citizen 
Lab says an attempt to 
hack into systems operated 
by dissidents within the self- 
styled caliphate could be 
the work of hackers affili¬ 
ated with the Islamic State 
group. 

Citizen Lab analyst John 
Scott-Railton said there is 
circumstantial evidence of 


the group's involvement, 
and cautioned that if the 
group has moved into cy¬ 
berespionage, “the targets 
might not stop with the bor¬ 
ders of Syria." 

The Nov. 24 attack came 
in the form of a booby- 
trapped email sent to an 
activist collective in Raqqa, 
Syria, that documents hu¬ 
man rights abuses in the 
Islamic State group’s de- 
facto capital. The activist 
at the receiving end of the 
email wasn't fooled and 
forwarded the message to 
Bahaa Nasr of Cyber Arabs, 
a project which provides 
online security training. 


“We are wanted — even 
just as corpses,” the activist, 
whose name is being with¬ 
held to protect his safety, 
told Nasr. “This email has a 
virus; we want to know the 
source.” 

The message eventually 
found its way to Citizen 
Lab, based at the University 
of Toronto’s Munk School of 
Global Affairs. There, Scott- 
Railton and malware re¬ 
searcher Seth Hardy deter¬ 
mined that it could act as 
a kind of electronic homing 
beacon by revealing a vic¬ 
tim’s Internet Protocol ad¬ 
dress. 

Citizen Lab regularly dis¬ 


sects rogue programs from 
the region, but Scott-Rail¬ 
ton said this sample was 
different from previous at¬ 
tacks blamed on the Syrian 
government. 

“We think we are looking 
at a different actor,” he 
said — an opinion echoed 
by malware scientist Thou- 
fique Haq at California- 
based FireEye, who wasn’t 
involved in the report. 

The activists are convinced 
the “different actor" is the 
Islamic State group, whose 
supporters have publicly 
vowed to hunt the collec¬ 
tive down. 

Islamic State has previ¬ 


ously expressed interest 
in electronic surveillance. 
Last week, a post to a pro- 
Islamic State forum carried 
a proposal for a project 
named “Eye of the Ca¬ 
liphate” that would task a 
team of computer experts 
with hacking into the ca¬ 
liphate’s enemies, accord¬ 
ing to the SITE Intelligence 
Group. British news media 
reported this year that Is¬ 
lamic State had recruited a 
British hacker. 

Attempts to reach an Is¬ 
lamic State representative 
were unsuccessful. U.K. 
authorities have declined 
comment. □ 


Suspected Islamic extremists kidnap 185 in Nigeria 


Associated Press 
MAIDUGURI, Nigeria (AP) — 

Islamic extremists killed 35 
people and kidnapped at 
least 185 in an attack near 
the town where nearly 300 
schoolgirls were taken hos¬ 
tage in April, witnesses said 
Thursday. 

In Sunday night’s attack 
on the village of Gumburi, 
most of the kidnapped 
were young women, chil¬ 
dren and members of a ci¬ 
vilian defense group fight¬ 
ing Boko Haram, accord¬ 
ing to residents, a security 
official and a local govern¬ 
ment officer. Teenager Aji 
Ibrahim said he was lucky 
to escape into the bushes. 
“No doubt they were Boko 
Haram members because 
they were chanting ‘Allahu 
akbar’ (God is great) while 
shooting at people and 
torching houses,” he told 



Martha Mark, the mother of kidnapped school girl Monica Mark cries as she displays her photo, 
in the family house, in Chibok, Nigeria. Islamic extremists killed 35 people and kidnapped at 
least 185, fleeing residents said Thursday of an attack near the town where nearly 300 schoolgirls 
were taken hostage in April. Teenager Aji Ibrahim said he was lucky to escape into the bushes. 
“No doubt they were Boko Haram members because they were chanting “Allahu akbar” (God is 
Great) while shooting at people and torching houses,” he told The Associated Press. 

(AP Photo/Sunday Alamba) 


The Associated Press. 

News of the attack took 
days to emerge because 
the militants have de¬ 
stroyed communications 
towers and people walked 
for days to avoid areas un¬ 
der extremist control. 
Gumburi is 20 kilometers 
(12 miles) from Chibok, the 
northeastern town where 
extremists kidnapped 276 
schoolgirls in April. Dozens 
of the students escaped 
that attack, but 219 remain 
missing. 

The militants have kid¬ 
napped hundreds of peo¬ 
ple, but the mass kidnap¬ 
pings of the girls from a 
boarding school attracted 
international outrage and 
condemnation of Nigerian 
President Goodluck Jona¬ 
than and his military for 
their failure to rescue the 
hostages. Q 


Zambian officials call for president’s ouster amid turmoil 


ALAN COWELL 
© 2014 New York Times 

LONDON - In a deepening 
crisis that has raised ques¬ 
tions about his country’s 
political future, Guy Scott, 
the acting president of 
Zambia and Africa’s only 
white leader, is fighting a 
revolt within his Cabinet be¬ 
fore elections next month. 
Scott assumed the interim 
presidency after former 
President Michael Sata 
died in October, and he 
has confronted a struggle 
for power in recent weeks 


in the governing Patriotic 
Front. The dispute sharp¬ 
ened Wednesday when 
the foreign minister, Harry 
Kalaba, called on Scott to 
resign. Kalaba is among 
14 out of 17 Cabinet min¬ 
isters calling for the ouster 
of Scott, who is seeking 
to oversee a transition to 
elections on Jan. 20, news 
reports said. 

In response, Scott refused 
to quit, saying in a state¬ 
ment quoted by Reuters: “I 
will not be blackmailed to 
allow the illegal use of gov¬ 


ernment resources for parti¬ 
san interests. I will abide by 
the law." He accused his 
adversaries of trying to hold 
an unlawful cabinet meet¬ 
ing, representing a “serious 
act of treason,” and insist¬ 
ed that he would remain in 
office to ensure a smooth 
transfer of power. 

Scott - a Zambian citizen 
and former farmer who, as 
Safa's deputy in the Patri¬ 
otic Front, was the coun¬ 
try's vice president - is not 
permitted to run in next 
month’s elections because 


his parents were born out¬ 
side the country. A faction 
loyal to him, however, is 
supporting Miles Sampa, 
a nephew of Safa’s, as its 
candidate. 

An opposing group has 
coalesced around the 
defense minister, Edgar 
Lungu. The two sides have 
made rival claims to repre¬ 
sent the Patriotic Front. 
News reports said the Zam¬ 
bian High Court, which ear¬ 
lier ruled in favor of Lungu, 
was to meet Thursday to 
consider Sampa’s claim to 


be the Patriotic Front’s law¬ 
ful presidential contender. 
The increasingly tense 
standoff in Zambia, a land¬ 
locked, copper-rich nation, 
has contributed to a sense 
of regional turmoil in recent 
weeks as President Robert 
G. Mugabe of neighbor¬ 
ing Zimbabwe purged his 
party and elevated his 
wife, Grace Mugabe, to 
high office. Mugabe, 90, 
Africa’s autocratic oldest 
statesman, also replaced 
his former vice president, 
Joice Mujuru, with Emmer- 
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ADULTS US$45 ONLY FRIDAY CHILDREN (4-12) US$25, 

Salsa music, Cuban snacks, Open bar with MojiEos, learn how to dance salsa & entertainment on 
board. Tima 5:30 lill 7:50pm 

Snacks: Banana Chips wilh shredded chicken, pork & chicken cracklings with mojito dip. 
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EU leaders agree to fund for jumpstarting growth 


JOHN DAHLBURG 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — European 
Union leaders agreed Thurs¬ 
day to create a strategic 
investment fund that could 
generate up to 315 billion 
euros ($386 billion) in private- 
and public-sector money to 
upgrade infrastructure, jump- 
start the EU’s sluggish econo¬ 
mies and ignite job growth. 
“The economic situation has 
improved ... but we are not 
safe yet,” said EU President 
Donald Tusk. “Today, we 
need more investment, more 
structural reforms and sound 
public finances across Eu¬ 
rope.” 

The plan approved by lead¬ 
ers of the 28-nation EU at their 
one-day summit meeting in 
Brussels calls for the new Eu¬ 
ropean Fund for Strategic In¬ 
vestments to be in operation 
and approving new invest¬ 
ment projects by mid-2015. 
The plan, which calls 
for use of EU seed money to 
leverage up to 15 times more 
in private funds, is the brain¬ 
child of European Commis¬ 
sion President Jean-Claude 
Juncker. Critics have already 
warned that despite its multi¬ 


billion euro price tag, it may 
not be big enough to win 
over wary investors. 

“This package looks like cre¬ 
ative accounting for the mo¬ 
ment,” Lithuanian President 
Dalia Grybauskaite said as 
she arrived for the summit. 
Grybauskaite and the other 
EU leaders seemed to ac¬ 
knowledge the possibility that 
private companies may be 
reluctant to risk their capital 
by noting in a summit com¬ 
munique that the strategic 
fund will accept contributions 
from EU member states. For 
the fund to launch, it would 
also require approval for Eu¬ 
ropean legislators. 

European Parliament Presi¬ 
dent Martin Schulz, in a 
speech prepared for deliv¬ 
ery at the summit, said the 
EU must stimulate and mod¬ 
ernize its economy, or risk 
falling farther behind global 
competitors like the U.S. and 
China. 

Schulz said investment in ar¬ 
eas like schools, universities, 
green energy and infrastruc¬ 
ture was key “if we want 
Europe to be an economic 
champion in the future.” 
German Chancellor Angela 


Palestinian leader supports 
more discussions on UN bid 


KARIN LAUB 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Pales¬ 
tinian leader Mahmoud 
Abbas said Thursday that 
he supports further nego¬ 
tiations on a proposed U.N. 
Security Council resolution 
that sets a 2017 deadline 
for an Israeli withdrawal 
from war-won lands the 
Palestinians seek for their 
state. 

His comments indicated 
that he is trying to avoid a 
clash with Washington at 
the council. 

The Arab-backed draft, 
submitted by Jordan on 
Wednesday, sets aside 


one year for Israeli-Palestin- 
ian negotiations and two 
more years for implement¬ 
ing a deal. The Palestinians 
seek a state in the West 
Bank, Gaza and east Je¬ 
rusalem, lands Israel cap¬ 
tured in 1967. 

The resolution is unlikely to 
face an immediate vote, 
U.S. State Department 
spokeswoman Jen Psaki 
said Thursday. 

Abbas said Thursday 
that “we will continue 
in our consultations with 
the brothers and friends 
through deliberations, 
which will take place in the 
United Nations.”□ 



French President Francois Hollande, right, speaks with the media as he arrives for an EU summit 
in Brussels on Thursday, Dec. 18, 2014. European Union leaders agreed Thursday to create a 
strategic investment fund that could generate up to 315 billion euros ($386 billion) in private- 
and public-sector money to upgrade infrastructure, jumpstart the EU's sluggish economies and 
ignite job growth. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo) 


Merkel said investments fos¬ 
tered by the strategic fund 
"must go into projects for 


the future — particularly, for 
example, in the digital econ¬ 
omy or where we aren’t so 


good on the world market as 
we should be: electromobility 
(electric cars) and the like.”0 



^ FOR THE HUNGRY! fj* 

MENU ITEMS 

1 

^ RED FISH DELICIOUS DISHES 

RED FISH MENU SAMPLE 


• 'A Lb Fresh Fish $10.85 

• Fish Filet pan fried $18.55 



with creole or garlic sauce 


• 1 Lb Fresh Fish $20.00 

• Calco "Conch" $21.70 



in creole or garlic sauce 


• V, Lb Fresh Shrimp $15.40 

• Pan fried Lobster 6oz $20.00 

• 1 Lb Fresh Shrimp $25.70 

• Filet Mignon 6oz. Angus $18.30 

• 1 Lb Fish & Shrimps $25.70 

• Chicken Sate $10.85 


• Calco (conch) & Shrimp $25.15 

CALL NOW 


in creole or garlic sauce 

FOR RESERVATIONS 


• Balchi di Pisca ( 2 fish cakes ) $10.85 

^ OR TAKE OUT! 


• Fish Soup $6.90 

Tel.280-6666 


Open daily from 11:30am - 10:00pm (closed on Mondays) • Orange Mall Sasaki 
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Colombia’s government rebuffs rebel truce 


LIBARDO CARDONA bia's U.S.-backed military, civilian lives every year and 

Associated Press a condition that appears is fueled by the smuggling 

BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) to doom the gesture due of cocaine and other crimi- 



Opponents to the government's peace talks with guerrillas of the Revolutionary Armed Forces 
of Colombia, FARC, shout slogans during a march coined “Peace Without Impunity” in Bogota, 
Colombia. 


— Colombia’s government 
on Thursday rebuffed a uni¬ 
lateral truce declared by 
the country’s largest rebel 
group, saying the guerrillas’ 
conditions are unaccept¬ 
able until a peace deal is 
reached. 

The Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia on 
Wednesday said it would 
lay down its weapons for 
an unlimited period to bol¬ 
ster peace talks that have 
been held in Cuba for the 
past two years. 

But Latin America’s oldest 
and strongest insurgency 
also said it would call off 
the cease-fire if its units 
were attacked by Colom- 


to the government’s long¬ 
standing refusal to enter a 
bilateral truce out of fear 
it would give the rebels an 
opportunity to rearm. 
President Juan Manuel 
Santos said he couldn't ac¬ 
cept the rebels' demand 
the truce be verified by 
several Latin American 
nations and by the inter¬ 
national Red Cross. Such 
outside verification would 
have to wait until a deal to 
end hostilities is reached, 
he said in a statement. 

Still, Santos said he values 
the rebels’ gesture as a 
way to begin de-escalating 
a half-century-old conflict 
that still claims hundreds of 


(AP Photo/Fernando Vergara) 

nal activity. 

It’s unclear where the gov¬ 
ernment’s response leaves 
the cease-fire, which is set 
to take effect midnight Sat¬ 
urday. 

Although the rebel army 
known as the FARC has de¬ 
clared temporary cease¬ 
fires before, around Christ¬ 
mas and elections, this is 
the first time since the 1980s 
it has offered to indefinitely 
lay down its weapons na¬ 
tionwide. 

The FARC’s announcement 
in Havana came on the 
same day that the Cuban 
and U.S. governments an¬ 
nounced they would re¬ 
store diplomatic ties after 


five decades of U.S embar¬ 
go, indicafing major prog¬ 
ress toward ending another 
Cold War conflict. Analysts 
saw the timing as a coinci¬ 
dence. 

“The FARC proposal re¬ 
sponds to a totally differ¬ 
ent, Colombian, dynamic,” 
said Adam Isacson at the 
Washington Office on Lafin 
America think tank. 

The FARC gesture comes 
as both sides try to recom¬ 
mit themselves to talks that 
were almost derailed fol¬ 
lowing fhe capfure last 
month of an army general, 
the highest-ranking officer 
ever held by fhe FARC. 
Santos briefly suspended 
negotiations, but the crisis 
was overcome after the 
FARC freed fhe general 
two weeks later. 

The two sides already have 
reached agreements on 
agrarian reform, political 
participation for the FARC 
and how to jointly combat 
illicit drugs in what was long 
the world’s largest cocaine 
producer. 

But some of the thorniest 
issues remain unresolved, 
including how the FARC 
would lay down its arms 
and whether commanders 
would face prosecution for 
afrocities and drug traffick¬ 
ing. 

Thousands of Colombians, 
led by still-powerful former 
President Alvaro Uribe, 
marched over the week¬ 
end in major cities to reject 
any amnesty that would 
allow rebel leaders to es¬ 
cape justice for killings, kid¬ 
nappings and drug traffick¬ 
ing. □ 


Bermuda prepares to welcome its first casinos 


JOSH BALL 
Associated Press 
HAMILTON, Bermuda (AP) 

— Bermuda’s Senate this 
week approved a heav¬ 
ily debated measure 
that would allow the tiny, 
wealthy British territory to 
build its first casinos. 

The bill caps the number 
of casinos at three, and it 
calls for all of them to be lo¬ 
cated inside hotels to help 
revive the island’s sluggish 
tourism and construction 
industries. 

A St. Regis resort that would 


feature a casino is planned 
for the St. George’s area as 
part of a $120 million devel¬ 
opment. 

Other high-end resorts also 
have expressed interest in 
similar projects, especially 
with the 35th America’s 
Cup coming to Bermuda in 
June 2017. 

Bermuda had initially 
planned to hold a referen¬ 
dum on whether to allow 
casinos but scrapped the 
idea last year in favor of 
filing the bill that was ap¬ 
proved after a 10-hour de¬ 


bate. 

Opponents say they worry 
that casinos could attract 
prostitution and lead to vio¬ 
lence. 

“It is the saddest day of 
my career in politics," said 
Wayne Furbert, an eco¬ 
nomic development min¬ 
ister. “Why can't we struc¬ 
ture our island around 
something that is more 
wholesome?” 

Legislators expect to file ad¬ 
ditional bills early next year 
to help regulate the island’s 
fledgling casino industry. 


with speculation that only 
hotel guests would be al¬ 
lowed to play. 

Tourism Minister Shaun 
Crockwell said the bill’s 
approval represents a “sig¬ 
nificant and critical adjust¬ 
ment." 

“In the past 30 years, Ber¬ 
muda has moved from a 
tourism industry leader to 
an industry outsider,” he 
said. 

Bermuda’s Lower House 
approved the bill on Sat¬ 
urday, and the governor is 
expected to sign itO 



Congressman of 
Brazil charged for 
rape comments 

STAN LEHMAN 

Associated Press 

SAO PAULO (AP) — A 

male lawmaker has been 
charged with incitement 
to rape for public com¬ 
ments he made about a 
female colleague on the 
floor of Brazil’s Congress 
and repeated in a news in¬ 
terview, the Attorney Gen¬ 
eral's Office said this week. 
The office's website report¬ 
ed that Deputy Attorney 
General Ela Wiecko filed 
fhe charges againsf Con¬ 
gressman Jair Bolsonaro 
this week for “for publicly 
inciting the crime of rape.” 
Bolsonaro said last week in 
Congress that Representa¬ 
tive Maria do Rosario, who 
had previously presided 
over the National Human 
Rights Council, had called 
him a “rapist" in 2003, but 
he would not rape her be¬ 
cause she didn't “deserve 
it." 

“His words encourage 
men to rape women they 
feel deserve to be raped,” 
Wiecko was quoted as say¬ 
ing on the website. 
Bolsonaro told The Associ¬ 
ated Press by telephone 
he won’t retract the com¬ 
ment, which he said was 
made in the heat of the 
moment over having been 
called a rapist. 

Lawmakers in Brazil en¬ 
joy parliamentary immu¬ 
nity, which protects their 
speech, opinions and 
votes. However, the immu¬ 
nity would not apply to Bol¬ 
sonaro because he made 
similar remarks later in an 
interview with a newsmag¬ 
azine. 

The press section of the 
Attorney General’s office 
said Bolsonaro could be 
stripped of his seat if he is 
found guilty of violating 
congressional ethics rules. 
Last week, Atila Roque, 
who heads the Brazil 
branch of Amnesty Inter¬ 
national, said Bolsonaro 
“crossed the line of what is 
acceptable.” 

“This particular congress¬ 
man already has long 
been a provocateur, par¬ 
ticularly in the areas of 
sexual rights, of women, 
of the LGBT population, of 
people who stand for other 
valuesO 
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Get In The Game at Touchdown Sports Bar & Grill! 



PALM BEACH - Wondering 
where to hang out and watch 
your favorite sporting event? 
A place with great food, ice 
cold beers, specialty drinks 
and a fun, friendly atmo¬ 
sphere with indoor and out¬ 
door seating? 

Well look no further! 
Touchdown Sports Bar & 
Grill is here! Located in the 
heart of the high rise hotel 
area, Palm Beach on the 2nd 
floor above the "I Love Aruba 


Store" 

Whether its NBA, NBL, NHL, 
UFC, Boxing or even the Ken¬ 
tucky Derby Touchdown of¬ 
fers all premiere sporting 
events on 15 HD TV's and 3 
big HD screens 
The bar offers a wide vari¬ 
ety of your favorite beer or 
you may want to try one of 
our house specialty cocktails 
at our daily fun filled happy 
hours. 

The food menu offers daily 




specials, including our fa¬ 
mous "2 for 1 savory burg¬ 
ers" on Tuesday and delicious 
steak and seafood grills that 
will surely have you coming 
back for more! 

So whether you want to 
cheer on your favorite team 
or enjoy a relaxing cocktail 
out on the terrace , Touch¬ 
down Sports Bar & Grill has 
it ALL.Q 
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Loyal Visitors Honored at the Marriott Surf Club 



PALM BEACH - Recently the Aruba 
Tourism Authority had the great 
pleasure of honoring a group of 
loyal and friendly Visitors of Aruba, 
at the Marriott Surf Club as Distin¬ 
guished Visitors. The symbolic hon¬ 
orary titles are presented in the 
name of fhe Minister of Tourism as 



a token of appreciation to guests 
who visit Aruba for 10-to-19 con¬ 
secutive years. 

The honorees were Mrs. Marsha 
Watts from Philadelphia, Pennsyl¬ 
vania, and Mr. Anthony and Mrs. 
Veronica Desposito from Long 
Beach, New York. The honorees 



are loyal members of the Marri¬ 
ott Surf Club and they love Aruba 
very much because of the friendly 
people, the climate, beaches, res¬ 
taurants, relaxation and being on 
Aruba and staying at the Surf Club 


is like being home for them. The 
certificates were presented by Mr. 
Ernest Giel representing the Aruba 
Tourism Authority together with Ms. 
Jenny Boekhoudt representing the 
Marriott Surf ClubO 



In Costa Linda Beach Resort we are delighted to see Alhambra 
Casino celebrate their 30th Anniversary. Congratulations to 
the hugely dedicated team for their passion, enthusiasm 

and high quality delivery. 
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Aruba chosen as ‘One Happy Island’ for 1 Millionth Time: 

Renaissance Resort Receives Aruba’s 1 Millionth Stay-Over Visitor 



ORANJESTAD, Aruba- De¬ 
cember 2014: Aruba is 
once again in the interna¬ 
tional spotlight; receiving 
its 1 millionth stay-over. Of 
course Renaissance Aru¬ 
ba will be celebrating this 
glorious moment seeing 
that the visitor will also be 
staying at the resort. “The 
1 millionth stay-over visitor 
can not go unnoticed; we 


are sharing this milestone 
with the entire community. 
The fact that they chose 
to stay at the resort during 
their vacation on the island 
is an even bigger satisfac¬ 
tion. They are staying in our 
newly renovated rooms. 
We wish them an unforget¬ 
table experience.” this ac¬ 
cording to General Man¬ 
ager of Renaissance Aruba 


Resort & Ca¬ 
sino Mr. Paul 
Gielen. 

“We are wel¬ 
coming our 
guest and 
Aruba’s 1 mil¬ 
lionth visitor, 
Mrs. Hakri- 
Nina Dhaliwal 
and we wish 
her a pleas¬ 
ant stay at the 
resort", Mr. 
Gielen con¬ 
tinued. Upon 
arrival Mrs. 
Dhaliwal was 
welcomed with flowers and 
she also received a bottle 
of champagne in her room 
to celebrate the special 
occasion. 

Mrs. Dhaliwal whom is a so¬ 
cial worker and works with 
children of special needs 
is visiting Aruba together 
with her partner Mr. Tung 
Vicrumdeep whom is a 


doctor. The couple is very 
thankful to Aruba for this 
acknowledgment and will 
be staying for 5 nights. They 
are looking forward to a 
great and relaxing experi¬ 
ence. Mrs. Dhaliwal had no 
idea she was the 1 millionth 
visitor when she arrived in 
Aruba, so this was a great 
surprise and a moment of 
joy for the couple. 

On pictures an impression 
of the moment when Mrs. 
Hakri- Nina Dhaliwal arrived 


at the Renaissance Aruba 
Resort & Casino and was 
welcomed by the general 
manager of Renaissance 
Aruba Resort & Casino, Mr. 
Paul Gielen accompanied 
by the always caring per¬ 
sonnel of Renaissance Aru¬ 
ba Resort. Congratulations 
Aruba, with your 1 millionth 
stay-over visitors. 

On Social Media: #aru- 
baonemillion #Jet- 

BlueGetaways #JetBlue- 
SoFly and @JetBlue ,Q 
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At Salt & Pepper 
Restaurant: 

Pancakes for 
Michelle and Jim 
Kraus from Mona, 
Utah 

PALM BEACH - Jim and Michelle Kraus 
have been coming to Aruba for many 
years. They found out about the awe¬ 
some breakfasts at Salt & Pepper Restau¬ 
rant when walking by the Arawak Garden 
across from the Occidental Resort one 
day. They stepped in, ordered the pan¬ 
cakes and they were sold. The couple 
from Mona, Utah, now comes in for break¬ 
fast every day of their annual holiday. 
Michelle and Jim have become close 
friends of Sharon Brown, one of the great 
waitresses at Salt & Pepper, and of Au¬ 
drey. Everyone at Salt & Pepper is happy 
to welcome this lovely couple back to the 
island, so that is why they are put in the 
spotlight. 

Photo shows Sharon Brown enjoying a hug 
from her friends Michelle and Jim. □ 
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Djokovic, Williams get 
top ITF annual awards 


Musafir.com UAE Royals Novak Djokovic returns a ball to Mi¬ 
cromax Indian Aces player Roger Federer during the Interna¬ 
tional Premier Tennis League, in New Delhi, India, Monday, Dec. 
8, 2014. 

Associated Press 


LONDON (AP) — Novak 
Djokovic and Serena Wil¬ 
liams have been selected 
as the International Tennis 
Federation's world cham¬ 
pions for 2014. 

Djokovic won the annual 
award for a fourth time, 
while Williams claimed it for 
a fifth time. 

Djokovic won Wimbledon 
for his seventh Grand Slam 


title and reclaimed the No. 
1 ranking. Williams won 
the U.S. Open for her 18th 
major championship and 
stayed No. 1 throughout 
the year. 

Bob and Mike Bryan won 
the men’s doubles award 
for the 11 th time in 12 years, 
while Sara Errani and Ro¬ 


berta Vinci of Italy took the 
women’s prize for the third 
straight time. 

CiCi Beilis of the United 
States and Russia’s Andrey 
Rublev were named junior 
world champions. Japan's 
Yui Kamiji and Shingo Kuni- 
eda are the wheelchair 
champions.Q 


Track coach Jon 
Drummond gets 
8-year doping ban 


EDDIE PELLS 
AP National Writer 
DENVER (AP) — During 
an angst-filled summer 
of 2012, track coach Jon 
Drummond and his ailing 
star sprinter, Tyson Gay, 
wrestled with whether Gay 
should use a mysterious 
medicine that might help 
him run pain-free at the 
London Olympics. 
Eventually, Gay used it and 
got caught — but it was 
Drummond who took the 
biggest fall. 

The former U.S. track star 
and longtime coach got 
hit with an eight-year dop¬ 
ing ban Wednesday after 
arbitrators found a series of 
discussions concluded with 
Drummond convincing 
Gay to take the banned 
substance, and carrying it 
to Europe for him. 

In addition to coaching 
Gay, Drummond, 46, also 
served as relay coach for 
the U.S. track team at the 
London Olympics and as 
chairman of the athletes’ 
advisory committee for 
USA Track and Field. 
“Coaches have an inher¬ 
ent responsibility to pro¬ 
tect athletes — not take 
advantage of them — but 
to ensure that they receive 
the support, training and 
advice they need to win 
fairly and in accordance 
with the rules,” said Travis 
Tygart, CEO of the U.S. Anti- 
Doping Agency, which an¬ 
nounced the suspension. 
Gay received a one-year 


ban last year for testing 
positive for a steroid pre¬ 
cursor DHEA — a penalty 
that was reduced by a year 
because he provided infor¬ 
mation that led to USADA’s 
case against Drummond. 
Drummond did not imme¬ 
diately respond to an email 
and text message seeking 
comment. Messages were 
also left by The Associated 
Press seeking comment 
from Drummond’s attor¬ 
ney, Mark Whitburn. 

A 23-page summary of the 
case details the trip Drum¬ 
mond and Gay took to At¬ 
lanta to meet Dr. Clayton 
Gibson in June 2012, shortly 
after Gay competed in the 
100-meter U.S. Olympic tri¬ 
als and complained he 
could not run pain-free. 
Gay had had surgery on 
his ailing right hip the year 
before. 

“He wanted to run pain- 
free. And we were just talk¬ 
ing and I said, ‘Well, the 
only thing we’ve got left is 
Dr. Gibson,”’ Drummond is 
quoted as telling investiga¬ 
tors. 

At Gibson's office, Drum¬ 
mond and Gay were 
shown creams, the labels 
on which said “Testoster- 
one/DHEA,” "HGH” and 
“Progesterone Cream," ac¬ 
cording to the testimony. 
Gibson assured Drummond 
and Gay that, despite the 
labeling, the creams were 
all natural and there was 
no way they could test pos¬ 
itive using them. Q 
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Vonn considering dropping slalom from repertoire 


JEROME PUGMIRE 
AP Sports Writer 
VAL D’ISERE, France (AP) 

— Lindsey Vonn's days of 
competing in all five ski 
disciplines may be behind 
her, since the four-time 
overall World Cup cham¬ 
pion is seriously consider¬ 
ing giving up slalom in her 
comeback from a career- 
threatening knee injury. 
The 30-year-old Ameri¬ 
can racer thinks she is still 
somewhat off the pace 
in speed events, despite 
clinching her first victory 
in nearly two years in a 
downhill at Lake Louise, 
Canada, on Dec. 7. 

The 2010 Olympic down¬ 
hill champion thinks ditch¬ 
ing slalom may help her 
cause to become the No. 
1 speed racer again. 

‘‘I definitely plan on doing 
(giant slalom), but I want 
to focus on the speed 
races right now," Vonn 
said on Thursday ahead 
of a downhill and super-G 
in the French resort of Val 
d’lsere. “I don’t know if I'll 
do slalom again. It’s dif¬ 
ficult starting in the back. 
But we’ll see. I haven’t 
skied slalom since my inju¬ 
ries, so I don't know how it 
feels yet.” 

Vonn’s previous World 
Cup victory was in GS on 
Jan. 26, 2013, in Maribor, 
Slovenia, and she has 
raced only seven races 
since. 

Less than two months after 
that win, she injured her 
right knee in a heavy fall 
at the world champion¬ 
ships. 

Desperate to get back in 
time for the Sochi Games, 
she partially tore one of 
the reconstructed liga¬ 
ments in a training crash in 
Copper Mountain, Colo¬ 
rado. 

Again, she attempted 
to grind things out, only 
to sprain her MCL racing 
downhill in Val d’lsere last 


December, and had a 
second surgery a month 
later. 

“I'm in a much different 
position this year than I was 
last year,” Vonn said. “I 
have a healthy knee final¬ 
ly. So I'm looking forward 
to the races this weekend 
and hopefully the condi¬ 
tions will be good.” 

It has been a big month. 
Racing downhill for the 
first time since hurting her 
knee again in Val d’lsere, 
Vonn finished eighth at 
Lake Louise and grabbed 
a second-place finish in 
super-G to go with her 
downhill triumph. 

“I wasn’t expecting to be 
as fast as I was in Lake 
Louise. The first race, be¬ 
ing eighth place was 
about what I expected," 
she said. “But I learned a 
lot from the first race and 
tried to improve, and both 
the second downhill and 
the super-G were good 
performances.” 

Still, she thinks she can do 
much better. 

“I’m trying to be more 
comfortable with the 
speed and to be more 
aggressive. Downhill is 
a little bit farther along 
than super-G, and I defi¬ 
nitely need more training. 
This weekend, hopefully 
I'll have good results like I 
did in Lake Louise. But it’s 
a process, coming back 
from two years of injury 
takes a bit of time.” 

Vonn last raced slalom 
at Maribor, the day after 
her GS win, and the last 
time she scored points 
was when finishing eighth 
at Schladming, Austria, in 
March 2012. 

Although she did not finish 
her three slalom races be¬ 
fore Schladming, she had 
previously shown good 
form in the discipline: Win¬ 
ning two races and secur¬ 
ing three other podium 
finishes over a calendar 


year from November 2008- 
2009. 

Her reluctance to race 
slalom again is good news 
for World Cup leader Tina 
Maze. 

The 2013 overall cham¬ 
pion competes in all five 
events, and the Slovenian 
heads into Val d'lsere in 
superb form after winning 
a GS and placing second 
in slalom at the Swedish 
resort of Are last weekend. 
“It’s fun to change disci¬ 
plines and try to be in front 
in each,” Maze said. 

She leads overall with 560 
points from Austria's Anna 
Fenninger on 303, while 
Vonn is eighth with 212.Q 



Lindsey Vonn, of the United States, smiles in the interview 
area after her second place finish at the women's World Cup 
Super-G ski race in Lake Louise, Alberta, Sunday, Dec. 7, 2014. 

Associated Press 
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NBA Capsules 


Hawks rout Cavs for 
11th win in 12 games 


Cleveland Cavaliers' LeBron James (23) goes in for a shot over 
Atlanta Hawks' Dennis Schroder (17), from Germany, during the 
first quarter of an NBA basketball game Wednesday, Dec. 17, 
2014, in Cleveland. Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
CLEVELAND (AP) — Shelvin 
Mack scored a career- 
high 24 points and the At¬ 
lanta Hawks routed the 
Cleveland Cavaliers 127-98 
Wednesday night for their 
11 th victory in 12 games. 
Mack, a reserve guard 
who came in averaging 
3.8 points, made all six of 
his 3-pointers as the Hawks 
went 16 for 28 from behind 
the arc. Trailing 50-38 mid¬ 
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way through the second 
quarter, Atlanta outscored 
Cleveland 89-48 the rest of 
the way and sent the Cav¬ 
aliers to their largest loss of 
the season. 

The Hawks, playing without 
leading scorer Jeff Teague, 
avenged a 127-94 loss 
in Cleveland on Nov. 15, 
when the Cavaliers made 
their first 11 shots from 
3-point range. 

LeBron James scored 21 
points but didn’t play in the 
fourth quarter. The Cava¬ 
liers have lost three of four 
since winning eight straight. 
Al Horford scored 20 points 
for Atlanta, which had sev¬ 
en players in double figures 
and shot 64.5 percent from 
the field. 

GRIZZLIES 117, SPURS 116, 
30T 

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Marc 
Gasol scored 26 points, 
including a banked-in 
3-pointer as regulation ex¬ 
pired, and Memphis out¬ 
lasted San Antonio in triple 
overtime after blowing a 
23-point lead. 

Zach Randolph had 21 
points and 21 rebounds in 
the Grizzlies' sixth straight 
victory. Vince Carter add¬ 
ed a season-high 18 points 
for Memphis (21-4). 

Danny Green scored 25 
points, and Tim Duncan 
had 23 points and 16 re¬ 
bounds for San Antonio. His 
jumper rattled in to force 
the third OT, but he finished 
just 5 for 15 on free throws. 
Manu Ginobili added 21 
points, but shot an airball 
on a 3-pointer in the final 
seconds for the Spurs. San 
Antonio made a season- 
high 17 3-pointers but was 
13 for 27 on free throws, in¬ 
cluding 5 for 15 by Duncan. 


Duncan hit a fallaway, 
high-arcing jumper that 
bounded on the rim three 
times before dropping in to 
tie the game at 111 at the 
close of the second over¬ 
time. 

RAPTORS 105, NETS 89 
TORONTO (AP) — Kyle 
Lowry had 20 points and 12 
assists, Jonas Valanciunas 
added 16 points and 10 re¬ 
bounds, and Toronto used 
a big fourth quarter to beat 
Brooklyn. 

Amir Johnson and Patrick 
Patterson each scored 
13 in the first meeting be¬ 
tween the teams since 
Brooklyn's one-point win in 
Game 7 of the first round of 
the playoffs last May. 
Patterson and Lou Williams 
each scored eight points in 
the fourth as Toronto out- 
scored the Nets 29-16, tak¬ 
ing advantage of six Brook¬ 
lyn turnovers. 

Mason Plumlee had a ca¬ 
reer-high 23 points for the 
Nets, who made only five 
of 13 field goal attempts 
and five of 13 free throws in 
the fourth. 

Toronto, which leads the 
Eastern Conference at 20- 
6, reached 20 wins before 
Christmas for the first time in 
its 20-year history. 

ROCKETS 115, NUGGETS 
111, OT 

DENVER (AP) — James 
Harden scored 41 points, 
including eight in overtime, 
and Houston beat Denver 
after Arron Afflalo tied the 
game on a buzzer-beating 
3-pointer at the end of reg¬ 
ulation. 

Patrick Beverley sealed 
Houston's seventh win in 
eight games by hitting four 
straight free throws in the fi¬ 
nal 17.8 seconds. 
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Eriksson OT goal gives Bruins win at Wild 


The Associated Press 
ST. PAUL, Minnesota (AP) — 

Loui Eriksson’s goal 1:30 into 
overtime gave Boston a 
3-2 win over Minnesota on 
Wednesday night, only the 
second victory for the Bru¬ 
ins in eight games and the 
fourth loss for the Wild in the 
past six. 

Carl Soderberg, who set 
up the winner with a cross- 
crease pass in front of Wild 
defenseman Marco Scan- 
della, scored early for the 
Bruins along with Patrice 
Bergeron. 

Jason Pominville tied the 
game in the third period, 
and Kyle Brodziak also had 
a goal for the Wild, but Nik- 
las Backstrom was beaten 
in the net for the second 
straight night. 

He stopped 22 shots. 

Niklas Svedberg made 35 
saves for the Bruins in just his 
second start in 11 games. 
He relieved Tuukka Rask, 
who lost in a shootout on 


Tuesday at Nashville. 

The Wild dropped to 12-2-2 
against the Bruins. 
SENATORS 2, DEVILS 0 

NEWARK, N.J. (AP) — Craig 
Anderson made 34 saves, 
and Kyle Turris scored two 
goals as Ottawa blanked 
New Jersey. 

Anderson earned his third 
shutout of the season and 
29th in his NHL career. He 
had struggled recently, go¬ 
ing 2-6-2 in his previous 10 
starts. New Senators coach 
Dave Cameron improved 
to 2-1-1 since he replaced 
the fired Paul MacLean. 

The Devils, whose losing 
streak was extended to five 
games, went 0 for 5 on the 
power play — stymied by 
Anderson throughout. 

Turris gave the Senators a 
1 -0 lead with a power-play 
goal 2:47 in on Ottawa’s 
first shot of the game. 

Turris was off balance as 
he deflected Erik Karlsson's 
point shot past Cory Sch¬ 


neider for his first goal in 11 
games. 

He added an empty-net 
goal in the final second of 
the game. 

STARS 2, CANUCKS 0 

VANCOUVER, British Colum¬ 
bia (AP) — Kari Lehtonen 
made 27 saves for his sec¬ 
ond shutout this season 
and the 29th of his career 
as Dallas extended Van¬ 
couver's losing streak to 
five games. 

Colton Sceviour and An¬ 
toine Roussel, into an emp¬ 
ty net, scored for the Stars. 
Eddie Lack stopped 27 
shots for Vancouver. 

Lack started for the first 
time since Dec. 7 in place 
of No. 1 goalie Ryan Miller, 
who gave up five goals on 
23 shots in a 5-1 loss to the 
New York Rangers on Satur¬ 
day. 

Lehtonen has four wins this 
month but came in with a 
3.10 goals-against average 
on the season.Q 



Vancouver Canucks' Derek Dorsett (51) and Dallas Stars' Jyrki 
Jokipakka, of Finland, collide during the second period of an 
NHL hockey game Wednesday, Dec. 17, 2014, in Vancouver, 
British Columbia. 

Associated Press 


Warriors’ Bogut out long term after blood therapy 


ANTONIO GONZALEZ 
AP Basketball Writer 
OAKLAND, California (AP) 

— Just as they have the 


past two seasons, the Gold¬ 
en State Warriors will have 
to get by without Australian 
center Andrew Bogut for 


an undetermined amount 
of time. 

Bogut was out indefinitely 
after undergoing platelet- 
rich plasma therapy on his 
ailing right knee, the War¬ 
riors announced on Thurs¬ 
day. 

They said Bogut consulted 
with the team’s medical 
staff and his personal phy¬ 
sician from Australia before 
deciding on the treatment. 
“We fully support Andrew 
in his decision to undergo 
the PRP treatment," War¬ 
riors general manager Bob 
Myers said in a statement. 
“Our number one concern 
is that Andrew is 100 per¬ 
cent healthy, and we will 
continue to support him in 
any way we can to make 
that happen.” 

The 7-foot (2.14-me- 


ter) Bogut missed his fifth 
straight game when the 
Warriors hosted Oklahoma 
City on Thursday. He is av¬ 
eraging 7.1 points, 9.3 re¬ 
bounds, three assists, and 
2.2 blocks and has played 
a key role in helping the 
Warriors get off to an NBA- 
best 21-3 start. 

Bogut is the anchor of 
Golden State’s smothering 
defense, though his sea¬ 
sons have often been de¬ 
railed by injuries, including 
the past two years. 

The Warriors originally said 
Bogut had tendinitis before 
listing it as knee chondro¬ 
malacia and bone ede¬ 
ma. The injury causes bone 
marrow to swell and absorb 
fluid, and can be extremely 
painful. 

Bogut said before Golden 


State's loss at Memphis 
on Tuesday — which end¬ 
ed the team’s franchise- 
record 16-game winning 
streak — that he hadn’t 
felt any improvement since 
leaving during the game 
against Minnesota on Dec. 
8. He also had his knee 
drained last week. 

In PRP therapy, blood is 
drawn and placed in a 
centrifuge that spins it to 
separate the platelet- 
rich plasma. The platelets, 
which release growth fac¬ 
tors for tissue healing, are 
re-injected into the injured 
joints and muscles. 

Golden State’s Andre Iguo- 
dala underwent PRP treat¬ 
ment on his right knee in 
the offseason and said he 
came back stronger. Hous¬ 
ton Rockets All-Star cO 



Golden State Warriors' Andrew Bogut hangs on the rim after 
scoring against the New Orleans Pelicans during the second 
half of an NBA basketball game Thursday, Dec. 4, 2014, in Oak¬ 
land, Calif. At right is New Orleans’ Tyreke Evans (1). 

Associated Press. 
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Column: Thaw in U.S.-Cuba relations warms up MLB 



In this Sept. 2, 2014, file photo, Boston Red Sox’s Yoenis Cespedes, right, watches an RBI double off New York Yankees starting 
pitcher Shane Greene in a baseball game at Yankee Stadium in New York.. Twenty-five Cuban-born players appeared in the ma¬ 
jor leagues this year, a group that includes outfielders Yasiel Puig, left, and Yoenys Cespedes, and hard-throwing reliever Aroldis 
Chapman. Fred Claire can see the day when Major League Baseball teams open academies for prospects in Cuba. “It's absolutely 
a natural, just as the Dominican was and Venezuela. You go to where the talent is,” the former Los Angeles Dodgers general man¬ 
ager said Wednesday, Dec. 17, 2014. “The high talent level for Cuban players is still there.” 

Associated Press 


JIM LUKE 

AP Sports Columnist 
If one ripple from the thaw 
in U.S.-Cuba relations 
means baseball prospects 
get off the island and into 
the major leagues without 
payoffs to smugglers and 
threats from kidnappers, it's 
hard to see the downside. 
Just don’t expect too 
much, too soon. Barely 
two hours after President 
Barack Obama’s dramatic 
announcement Wednes¬ 
day in Washington, both 
MLB and its players' union 
acknowledged as much in 
statements. 

“We will keep our clubs in¬ 
formed if this different di¬ 
rection may impact the 
manner in which they con¬ 
duct business on issues re¬ 
lated to Cuba,” MLB said. 
“We remain hopeful that 
today’s announcement 
will lead to further positive 
developments,” the union 
said. 

Let’s hope so, considering 
how few positive develop¬ 
ments have occurred be¬ 
fore now. There were 25 
Cuban-born players in the 
big leagues this past sea¬ 
son, the best of which is ar¬ 
guably Los Angeles Dodg¬ 
ers star Yasiel Puig. The story 
of how he finally got there, 
after four failed attempts 
to leave Cuba, involved a 
boat trip, a detour where 
he was held hostage in a 
Mexican motel room, re¬ 
peated extortion threats 
and crossing the U.S. bor¬ 
der illegally. 

On Tuesday, South Florida 
businessman Gilberto Su¬ 
arez pleaded guilty for his 


role in the conspiracy to 
smuggle Puig out in return 
for a sizable cut of his multi- 
million-dollar salary. 

Suarez was the second 
man this year to enter a 
guilty plea related to the 
smuggling of a Cuban 
baseball player into the 
U.S. Last month, 41-year-old 
Eliezer Lazo was sentenced 
to 14 years in federal prison 
for conspiring to smuggle 
1,000 Cubans, among 
them Texas Rangers out¬ 
fielder Leonys Martin. Sadly, 
stories like Puig's unsavory 
and sometimes life-threat¬ 
ening journey differs from 
so many others only in the 
details. 

Cuba has been turning out 
world-class athletes — and 
not just ballplayers — for 
more than a century. But 
since the 1959 revolution. 


most have stayed put. 
Track stars and multiple 
medalists such as Alberto 
Juantorena and Javier So- 
tomayor took star turns on 
the Olympic stage, but 
never reaped rewards that 
were commensurate with 
their talents. So, too, did 
heavyweights Teofilo Ste¬ 
venson and Felix Savon, 
two of only three boxers to 
win gold medals at three 
Olympics and considered 
among the greatest am¬ 
ateurs ever. But neither 
turned pro. 

Stevenson was so smooth 
that a fight against Mu¬ 
hammad Ali was often 
hyped and loudly debated 
when both were near their 
prime, but never came off. 
And some boxing observers 
think Savon, who succeed¬ 
ed Stevenson, was definite¬ 


ly the better of the two. 

But baseball was the stage 
where Cuba’s athletes 
shined brightest. Its version 
of the Big Red Machine 
dominated the interna¬ 
tional scene from the 1940s 
on, even as team officials 
thinned out the ranks for 
potential defectors and 
conducted bed checks 
with a zealousness the Cu¬ 
ban army would have ad¬ 
mired. 

But after back-to-back 
gold medals in Barcelona 
(1992) and Atlanta (1996) 
— and a raft of defections 
in spite of fhe dangers — 
the cupboard was nearly 
empty. The team Cuba 
brought to Sydney for the 
2000 Games was largely 
the same it had sent to 
the previous two Olympics, 
as well as every important 


international competi¬ 
tion in between. It was old 
by any measure and only 
three players on the squad 
were under 25 at the time 
— young enough to make 
the risk seem worthwhile. 
Around the same time, 
half-brothers and defec¬ 
tors Livan and Orlando “El 
Duque” Hernandez were 
pitching for the Giants and 
Yankees in preparation for 
the major league playoffs a 
month down the road. 

That Cuban team lost the 
gold-medal game 4-0 to a 
U.S. team composed large¬ 
ly of young pro prospects 
and aging castoffs, and 
only so much has changed 
since. 

Many of the best players, 
such as Puig, Jose Fernan¬ 
dez and Jose Abreu, still 
find ways to escape. 


Drug supplier pleads guilty in MLB doping case 


CURT ANDERSON 
AP Legal Affairs Writer 
MIAMI (AP) — A man who 

admitted working as a 
black market chemist at a 
garage lab in his suburban 
home pleaded guilty on 
Thursday to being the main 
supplier of banned perfor¬ 
mance-enhancing sub¬ 
stances in Major League 
Baseball's most recent ste¬ 
roid scandal. 

Paulo Berejuk, a 51-year- 
old Brazilian citizen with 
permanent U.S. residency, 
pleaded guilty to con¬ 


spiracy to distribute testos¬ 
terone. Investigators said 
Berejuk was the key source 
of the substance for An¬ 
thony Bosch, who ran the 
now-closed Biogenesis of 
America clinic that provid¬ 
ed steroids to MLB players 
and other athletes. 

Berejuk faces a reduced 
prison sentence of fwo to 
three years on Feb. 25 be¬ 
cause he agreed to coop¬ 
erate with prosecutors, but 
he also could be deported 
back to Brazil after prison. 
In addition, Berejuk agreed 


to forfeit to the government 
a 32-foot (10-meter) Intrep¬ 
id boat. 

Defense attorney Rob¬ 
ert Barrar said Berejuk has 
been helping prosecutors 
for months to build cases 
against others charged in 
the probe, and wanted to 
immediately take responsi¬ 
bility for his role. 

“I believe in my hearf fhis 
is whaf he wanfs to do be¬ 
cause he recognizes he 
was wrong,” Barrar told U.S. 
District Judge Cecilia M. Al- 
tonaga. 


Berejuk admitted in a court 
document that from 2007 
to 2013 he supplied 5,000 
to 10,000 units of banned 
steroids to Bosch and oth¬ 
ers involved in the conspir¬ 
acy, including the owner 
of another clinic, Jorge 
Velazquez. Berejuk was 
paid up to $20,000 a month 
for his work. 

The doping scandal result¬ 
ed in suspensions last year 
for 14 MLB players, including 
a season-long suspension 
handed to New York Yan¬ 
kees star Alex Rodriguez. 


According to court docu¬ 
ments, Rodriguez admitted 
using steroids supplied by 
Bosch during an interview 
with U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration agents. 
Several other people 
have already pleaded 
guilty, including Bosch and 
Velazquez. Another defen¬ 
dant, Juan Carlos Nunez, is 
scheduled to plead guilty 
on Friday. Still awaiting trial 
are Rodriguez's cousin, Yuri 
Sucart, and former Universi¬ 
ty of Miami pitching coach 
Lazaro “Laser” Collazo. 
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Digital dilemma: How will US respond to Sony hack? 



In this July 27, 2013 file photo. North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un waves to spectators and 
participants of a mass military parade celebrating the 60th anniversary of the Korean War 
armistice in Pyongyang, North Korea. Associated Press 


ERIC TUCKER 
TAMI ABDOLLAH 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

detective work blaming 
North Korea for the Sony 
hacker break-in appears so 
far to be largely circumstan¬ 
tial, The Associated Press 
has learned. The dramatic 
conclusion of a Korean role 
is based on subtle clues in 
the hacking tools left be¬ 
hind and the involvement 
of at least one computer 
in Bolivia previously traced 
to other attacks blamed on 
the North Koreans. 

Experts cautioned that 
hackers notoriously employ 
disinformation to throw in¬ 
vestigators off their tracks, 
using borrowed tools, tam¬ 
pering with logs and insert¬ 
ing false references to lan¬ 
guage or nationality. 

The hackers are believed to 
have been inside the net¬ 
work at Sony Pictures Enter¬ 
tainment Inc. since at least 
the spring, based on com¬ 
puter forensic evidence 
and traffic analysis, a per¬ 
son with knowledge of the 
investigation told the AP. 

If the hackers hadn’t made 
their presence known by 
making demands and de¬ 
stroying files, they prob¬ 
ably would still be inside 
because there was no in¬ 
dication their presence 
was about to be detected, 
the person said. This per¬ 
son, who described the 
evidence as circumstantial, 
spoke only on condition of 
anonymity because he was 
not authorized to talk open¬ 
ly about the case. 

Still, the evidence has been 
considered conclusive 
enough that a U.S. official 
told the AP that federal in¬ 
vestigators have now con¬ 
nected the Sony hacking to 
North Korea. 

In public. White House 
spokesman Josh Earnest 
on Thursday declined to 
blame North Korea, say¬ 
ing he didn't want to get 
ahead of investigations by 
the Justice Department 
and the FBI. Earnest said 
evidence shows the hack¬ 
ing was carried out by a 
“sophisticated actor” with 
“malicious intent.” 

All this has led to a dilemma 
for the Obama administra¬ 
tion: How and whether to 


respond? 

An earlier formal statement 
by the White House Nation¬ 
al Security Council also did 
not name North Korea but 
noted that "criminals and 
foreign countries regularly 
seek to gain access to gov¬ 
ernment and private sector 
networks” and promised 
that, “we are considering a 
range of options in weigh¬ 
ing a potential response. “ 
The U.S. official who cited 
North Korea spoke on con¬ 
dition of anonymity be¬ 
cause that official was not 
authorized to openly dis¬ 
cuss an ongoing criminal 
case. 

U.S. options against North 
Korea are limited. The U.S. 
already has a trade em¬ 
bargo in place, and there 
is no appetite for military 
action. Even if investigators 
could identify and prose¬ 
cute the individual hackers 
believed to be responsible, 
there’s no guarantee any 
one of them who is over¬ 
seas would ever face trial 
in a U.S. courtroom. Hack¬ 
ing back at North Korean 
targets by U.S. government 
experts could escalate the 
cyberconflict by encourag¬ 
ing further attacks against 
vulnerable American tar¬ 
gets. 

"We don’t sell them any¬ 
thing, we don’t buy any¬ 
thing from them and we 
don’t have diplomatic rela¬ 
tions,” said William Reinsch, 
a former senior U.S. Com¬ 
merce Department official 


who was responsible for en¬ 
forcing international sanc¬ 
tions against North Korea 
and other countries. “There 
aren’t a lot of public op¬ 
tions left.” 

Sony abruptly canceled 
the Dec. 25 release of its 
comedy, "The Interview,” 
which the hackers had de¬ 
manded partly because it 
included a scene depicting 
the assassination of North 
Korea’s leader. Sony cited 
the hackers’ threats of vio¬ 
lence at movie theaters 
that planned to show the 
movie, although the Home¬ 
land Security Department 
said there was no credible 
intelligence of active plots. 
The hackers had been re¬ 
leasing onto the Internet 
huge amounts of highly 
sensitive — and sometimes 
embarrassing — confiden¬ 
tial files they stole from in¬ 
side Sony's computer net¬ 
work. 

North Korea has publicly 
denied it was involved, 
though it has described 
the hack as a “righteous 
deed.” 

The episode is sure to cost 
Sony many millions of dol¬ 
lars, though the eventual 
damage is still anyone's 
guess. In addition to lost 
box-office revenue from 
the movie, the studio faces 
lawsuits by former employ¬ 
ees angry over leaked So¬ 
cial Security numbers and 
other personal information. 
And there could be dam¬ 
age beyond the one com¬ 


pany. 

Sony's decision to pull the 
film has raised concerns 
that capitulating to crimi¬ 
nals will encourage more 
hacking. 

“By effectively yielding to 
aggressive acts of cyberter¬ 
rorism by North Korea, that 
decision sets a troubling 
precedent that will only 
empower and embolden 
bad actors to use cyber 
as an offensive weapon 
even more aggressively in 
the future,” said Sen. John 
McCain, R-Ariz., who will 
soon become chairman of 
the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. 

McCain said the Obama 
administration had failed 
to control the use of cyber 
weapons by foreign gov¬ 
ernments, and he called 
the Sony case "the latest in 
a long and troubling list of 
attempts by malign actors 
to use cyber to undermine 
our economic and national 
security interests.” 
Homeland Security Secre¬ 
tary Jeh Johnson said on 
MSNBC that the Obama 
administration wasn’t ready 
to name the attacker but 
was "actively considering a 
range of options that we'll 
take in response to this at¬ 
tack.” 

Evidence pinning specific 
crimes on specific hackers 
is nearly always imprecise, 
and the Sony case is no ex¬ 
ception. 

Sony hired FireEye Inc.’s 
Mandiant forensics unit, 


which last year published 
a landmark report with evi¬ 
dence accusing a Chinese 
Army organization, Unit 
61398, of hacking into more 
than 140 companies over 
the years. In the current in¬ 
vestigation, security profes¬ 
sionals examined blueprints 
for the hacking tools discov¬ 
ered in Sony’s network, the 
Korean language setting 
and time zone, and then 
traced other computers 
around the world used to 
help coordinate the break- 
in, according to the person 
with knowledge about the 
investigation. 

Those computers were lo¬ 
cated in Singapore and 
Thailand, but a third in Bo¬ 
livia had previously been 
traced to other attacks 
blamed on North Korea, the 
person told the AP. The tools 
in the Sony case included 
components to break into 
the company’s network 
and subsequently erase all 
fingerprints by rendering 
the hard drive useless. "The 
Internet’s a complicated 
place," said Adam Mey¬ 
ers, vice president of intel¬ 
ligence at CrowdStrike Inc., 
a security company that 
has investigated past at¬ 
tacks linked to North Korea. 
"We’re talking about orga¬ 
nizations that understand 
how to hide themselves, 
how to appear if they’re 
coming from other places. 
To that end, they know that 
people are going to come 
looking for them. They 
throw things in the way to 
limit what you can do attri¬ 
bution on.” 

Another agreed. “If you 
have a thousand bad 
pieces of circumstantial 
evidence, that doesn’t 
mean your case is strong,” 
said Jeffrey Carr, chief ex¬ 
ecutive of Taia Global Inc., 
which provides threat intel¬ 
ligence to companies and 
government agencies. 

An FBI “flash” bulletin sent 
to some companies with 
details of the hacking soft¬ 
ware described it as “de¬ 
structive malware, a disk 
wiper with network beacon 
capabilities.” The FBI bul¬ 
letin included instructions 
for companies to listen for 
telltale network traffic that 
would suggest they had 
been infected.Q 
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Aer Ling us rejects bid by British Airways parent 


SHAWN POGATCHNIK 
Associated Press 
DUBLIN (AP) — Irish airline 
Aer Lingus has rejected 
a takeover bid by the In¬ 
ternational Consolidated 
Airlines Group, the parent 
company of British Airways 
and Spain's Iberia. 

Shares in the Dublin-based 
carrier surged by as much 
as 21 percent Thursday 
amid rumors of a bid. Those 
gains were sharply pared 
after IAG issued a state¬ 
ment confirming its propos¬ 


al had been rejected by 
the Aer Lingus board, but 
the stock still finished Dublin 
trading up 9 percent at a 
seven-year high of 1.99 eu¬ 
ros ($2.45). 

Aer Lingus described the 
IAG offer as “preliminary, 
highly conditional and non¬ 
binding” and said it “fun¬ 
damentally undervalues 
Aer Lingus and its attractive 
prospects.” 

No price details of Sunday’s 
offer were disclosed. Aer 
Lingus rejected the offer 


two days later. 

Analysts long have seen 
IAG as a likely bidder for 
Aer Lingus. Its Irish chief ex¬ 
ecutive, Willie Walsh, was 
previously chief executive 
of Aer Lingus before the for¬ 
merly state-owned airline’s 
2006 privatization. 

Aer Lingus operates a sub¬ 
stantial European short- 
haul network and a half- 
dozen routes to the United 
States. In recent years it has 
struggled to compete with 
larger Dublin-based rival 


Ryanair, which has mount¬ 
ed three failed takeover 
bids. Ryanair remains Aer 
Lingus’ largest shareholder 
with a 30 percent stake, 
while the Irish government 
has retained 25 percent. 
Abu Dhabi-based Etihad 
Airways has stoked specu¬ 
lation that it hopes to ac¬ 
quire Aer Lingus by build¬ 
ing a 5 percent stake in the 
past two years and striking 
a code-sharing agree¬ 

ment. 

Any successful bidder 


would win coveted slots at 
Heathrow in London, the 
highest-demand airport in 
Europe. Aer Lingus holds 
the fourth largest number 
of slots at Heathrow, a stra¬ 
tegic hub for trans-Atlantic 
travel. 

Aer Lingus has struggled 
to record consistent prof¬ 
its since its flotation, ham¬ 
pered by frequent clashes 
with its unionized work force 
and unrelenting demands 
to reduce the deficit in its 
pension pot. □ 


Dow Jones sees biggest surge in three years 


STEVE ROTHWELL 

AP Markets Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The Dow 

Jones industrial average 
had its biggest surge in 
three years Thursday, rising 
sharply for a second day. 
The Federal Reserve set off 
the rally a day earlier by 
indicating that it was in no 
hurry to raise interest rates. 
The gains were led by 
technology stocks as 
Oracle soared following 
better-than-expected 
earnings. Industrial and 
health care stocks also 
logged big gains. Even the 
energy sector advanced, 
despite another drop in 
the price of oil. 

Fed Chair Janet Yellen 
said Wednesday that she 
foresaw no rate hike in the 
first quarter of 2015. The 
comments eased concerns 
that policymakers would 
start raising interest rates 
at a time when growth 
outside the U.S. appears 
to be flagging. They also 
helped investors look past 
worries about the impact 
of a slumping oil price and 


turmoil in Russia, where the 
currency has slumped. 
“What we're seeing 
is a move back to 
fundamentals," said Karyn 
Cavanaugh, a senior 
market strategist at Voya 
Investment Management. 
“Earnings continue to be 
good...the U.S. economy is 
continuing to do well.” 

The Standard & Poor’s 500 
index rose 48.34 points, or 
2.4 percent, to 2,061.23. 
The Dow Jones industrial 
average gained 421.28 
points, also 2.4 percent, 
to 17,778.15. The Nasdaq 
Composite gained 104.08 
points, or 2.2 percent, to 
4,748.40. Oracle was the 
biggest gainer in the S&P 
500 index after it reported 
earnings late Wednesday 
that beat the expectations 
of Wall Street analysts. The 
company said its software 
and cloud revenue grew 
5 percent. The stock rose 
$4.19, or 10.2 percent, to 
$45.35. The company’s 
advance helped push up 
the tech sector 3 percent. 
Investors are betting that as 


the economy improves and it’s probably about time The price of oil fell $2.36 to 
unemployment continues it gets back in favor,” said close at $54.11 a barrel, 
to fall, companies will start Jerry Braakman, chief after rising as high as $58.71 
to invest in technology to investment officer of First in morning trading. Oil has 



Traders work from handheld computers as they review stock information at the New York Stock 
Exchange during trading in New York. The Dow Jones industrial average had its biggest surge in 
three years Thursday, rising sharply for a second day. The gains Thursday were led by technology 
stocks as Oracle soared following better-than-expected earnings. 

(AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews) 


boost productivity. American Trust. plunged since June, when 

“Oracle has been out of Stocks rose sharply Thursday it peaked at $107 a barrel, 
favor for some time, and even as oil resumed its slide. □ 


Kraft Foods CEO to retire; Cahill named successor 


NORTHFIELD, III. (AP) — Kraft 
Foods Group Inc. says that 
CEO Tony Vernon plans to 
retire later this month. The 
company named Chair¬ 
man John Cahill as his suc¬ 
cessor. Vernon has served 
as CEO since the consumer 
packaged food and bev¬ 
erage company’s spinoff 
from Mondelez Interna¬ 
tional Inc. in October 2012. 
Before that, he was the 


company’s executive vice 
president and president of 
Kraft Foods North America. 
Kraft’s brands include Jell- 
0, Maxwell House, Oscar 
Mayer and its namesake, 
among others. 

While Vernon plans to re¬ 
tire from the CEO post on 
Dec. 27, he will remain with 
the Northfield, Illinois-based 
company through March 
31, 2015 as a senior advis¬ 


er. He will also continue as 
a board member until the 
next annual meeting. Ver¬ 
non will be 59 when he re¬ 
tires as a director. 

“With the company on sol¬ 
id footing after the spin-off, 
the time is right for new lead¬ 
ership to fulfill our potential 
as the industry leader. The 
board and Tony agree that 
we need to accelerate the 
pace of change,” Mackey 


J. McDonald, lead inde¬ 
pendent director, said in a 
statement on Thursday. 
Vernon said that he feels 
“now is the right time to 
step back and devote time 
to the one thing I love more 
than our brands_my fam¬ 
ily.” Cahill, 57, previously 
served as chairman and 
CEO of The Pepsi Bottling 
Group Inc. He joined Kraft 
in January 2012 as Execu¬ 


tive Chairman Designate 
of the North American 
grocery business. He be¬ 
came executive chairman 
at the company’s spinoff 
and transitioned to a non¬ 
executive chairman role 
in March. Shares of Kraft 
Foods rose $1.68, or 2.8 per¬ 
cent, to $61.24 in morning 
trading after hitting a high 
for the year of $61.47 ear¬ 
lier. □ 
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Welcome Back, Cuba! 



Why 2014 Is a Big Deal 



NICHOLAS KRISTOF 

©2014 New York Times 
Is there any element of U.S. for¬ 
eign policy that has failed more 
abjectly than our embargo of 
Cuba? 

When I hear hawks denounc¬ 
ing President Barack Obama for 
resolving to establish diplomatic 
relations with Cuba and ease the 
embargo, 

I don’t understand the logic. Is 
their argument that our policy 
didn’t work for the first half-cen¬ 
tury but maybe will work after 100 
years? 

We probably helped keep the 
Castro regime in power by giv¬ 
ing it a scapegoat for its eco¬ 
nomic and political failures. Look 
around the world, and the hard¬ 
line antique regimes that have 
survived - Cuba and North Ko¬ 
rea - are those that have been 
isolated and sanctioned. Why do 
we think that isolating a regime is 
punishing it, rather than protect¬ 
ing it? 

Few initiatives failed more cata¬ 
strophically than the American- 
backed Bay of Pigs invasion 
of Cuba in 1961. Yet while an 
armed invasion failed, I bet that 
we would have done better if we 
had permitted invasions of tour¬ 
ists, traders and investors. 
American tourists in Havana are 
already asking plaintively why 
Wi-Fi is so scarce - or why the toi¬ 
let paper is so rough. We need 
hordes of them, 

giggling at ancient cars held to¬ 
gether with duct tape, or com¬ 
paring salaries with Cubans. 
Sometimes the power of weap¬ 
onry fades next to the power of 
mockery. 

When I was a law student in the 
early 1980s, I financed a visit to 
the Soviet Union by smuggling 
in bluejeans and Walkmans and 
selling them on the black market. 
My Russian customers regarded 
my goods with reverence, and 
me with jealousy. 

The craving for cool consumer 
goods was perhaps as much a 
factor in the toppling of the So¬ 
viet empire as the yearning for 
voting rights. 

Our economic embargo hurt or¬ 
dinary Cubans, reducing their liv¬ 
ing standards, without damaging 
Cuban elites. The embargo kept 
alive the flames of leftism in Latin 
America, creating a rallying cry 
for anti-imperialists. 

The United States, over the years, 
considered bizarre assassination 
plots against Fidel Castro, like an 
exploding seashell. 

There were also proposals to hu¬ 
miliate him by drugging him with 
a hallucinogen, or using a depila¬ 


tory to make his beard fall out. 
Our tax dollars at work. 

Sen. Robert Menendez, a Cu- 
ban-American Democrat, ob¬ 
jects that “President Obama’s 
actions have vindicated the bru¬ 
tal behavior of the Cuban gov¬ 
ernment.” 

Likewise, Sen. Marco Rubio, a 
Cuban-American Republican, 
denounces the approach as 
“based on an illusion, on a lie, 
the lie and the illusion that more 
commerce and access to mon¬ 
ey and goods will translate to 
political freedom for the Cuban 
people.” 

The critics are absolutely right 
that the Cuban regime is both 
oppressive and economically in¬ 
competent. 

But wishing unpleasant govern¬ 
ments away doesn’t have a 
great track record. 

My views are shaped by hav¬ 
ing lived in China for a time in 
the 1980s when the country was 
opening up to the West. Waves 
of foreign visitors were deeply un¬ 
settling to Chinese who believed 
in the system. 

In 1983, a British friend of mine 
returned to his hotel to find his 
contact lenses missing from their 
case. He asked the hotel staff, 
and one cleaner explained 
proudly that he had washed out 
the contact lens case in the sink. 
An uproar followed. Soon all 
the Chinese staff in that hotel 
learned, 

with wild surmise, that Western¬ 
ers had access to tiny, invisible 
glasses that they could put on 
and take off. 

They absorbed this with astonish¬ 
ment and envy. 

Rubio is right that encounters with 
new technology and wealth are 
not immediately lethal to authori¬ 
tarianism. 

After all, the Chinese Communist 
Party is still solidly in place, and 
even imprisoning the great Nobel 
Peace Prize winner Liu Xiaobo. 
Yet these encounters are if not le¬ 
thal, at least corrosive. China has 
become less monolithic because 
of its interactions with the world. 
There’s no political pluralism in 
China, but there is economic 
and cultural pluralism. 

Maoist days are forever gone. 
Likewise, I’m struck how often 
North Korean defectors have 
told me that they had a change 
of heart simply by visiting China 
or Russia and seeing themselves 
patronized as backward. 

During the North Korean famine 
in the 1990s, the government 
there tried to console the starv¬ 
ing population with television 
programs about the dangers of 
overeating, including a docu¬ 
mentary about a man who ate 
too much rice and exploded. 

At the time, 

North Koreans would stare at the 
rare visiting foreigner, especially 
anyone a bit rotund, with a trans¬ 
parent range of emotions: jeal¬ 
ousy, awe, and perhaps a bit of 
wariness in case of detonation. 

So bravo for the new Cuba pol¬ 
icy. Sending in gunmen to liber¬ 
ate the Bay of Pigs failed. Maybe 
we’ll do better with swarms of 
diplomats, tourists and investors. 
Preferably plump. □ 



THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN 
© 2014 New York Times 

I was just about to go with a col¬ 
umn that started like this: When 
they write the history of the glob¬ 
al response to climate change, 
2014 could well be seen as the 
moment when the balance be¬ 
tween action and denial tipped 
decisively toward action. That’s 
thanks to the convergence of 
four giant forces: Sao Paulo, Bra¬ 
zil, went dry; China and the Unit¬ 
ed States together went green; 
solar panels went cheap; and 
Google and Apple went home. 
But before I could go further, the 
bottom fell out of the world oil 
price, and the energy econo¬ 
mist Phil Verleger wrote me, say¬ 
ing: “Fracking is a technological 
breakthrough like the introduc¬ 
tion of the PC. Low-cost produc¬ 
ers such as the Saudis will respond 
to the threat of these increased 
supplies by holding prices down” 
- hoping the price falls below 
the cost of fracking and knocks 
some of those American trackers 
out. In the meantime, though, he 
added, sustained low prices for 
oil and gas would “retard” efforts 
to sell more climate-friendly, fuel- 
efficient vehicles that are helped 
by high oil prices and slow the 
shift to more climate-friendly 
electricity generation by wind 
and solar that is helped by high 
gas prices. 

So I guess the lead I have to go 
with now is: When they write the 
history of the global response 
to climate change, 2014 surely 
would have been seen as the 
moment when the climate de¬ 
bate ended. Alas, though, world 
crude oil prices collapsed, mak¬ 
ing it less likely that the world will 
do what the International En¬ 


ergy Agency recently told us we 
must: keep most of the world’s 
proven oil and gas reserves in the 
ground. As the IEA warned, “no 
more than one-third of proven 
reserves of fossil fuels can be 
consumed prior to 2050” - other¬ 
wise we’ll bust through the limit 
of a 2-degree Celsius rise in aver¬ 
age temperature that scientists 
believe will unleash truly disrup¬ 
tive ice melt, sea level rise and 
weather extremes. 

Technology is a cruel thing. The 
innovators who’ve made solar 
panels, wind power and batter¬ 
ies so efficient that they can now 
compete with coal and gas are 
the same innovators who are en¬ 
abling us to extract oil and gas 
from places we never imagined 
we could go at prices we never 
imagined we would reach. Is a 
third lead sentence possible? 
There is. In fact, there is an amaz¬ 
ing lead waiting to be written. It 
just takes the right political will. 
How so? 

Let’s go back to my first lead. The 
reason I thought we were deci¬ 
sively tipping toward action was, 
in part, because of news like this 
from the BBC on Nov. 7 in Sao 
Paulo: “In Brazil’s biggest city, 
a record dry season and ever- 
increasing demand for water 
has led to a punishing drought.” 
When a metropolitan region of 
20 million people runs dry be¬ 
cause of destruction of its natural 
forests and watersheds, plus an 
extreme weather event scientists 
believe was made more intense 
by climate change, denialism is 
just not an option. 

Then you have the hugely impor¬ 
tant deal that President Barack 
Obama and President Xi Jin¬ 
ping of China struck on Nov. 12 
under which the United States 
will reduce its carbon emissions 
26 percent to 28 percent below 
2005 levels by 2025, and China 
will peak its carbon emissions by 
or before 2030. China also com¬ 
mitted to build by 2030 an addi¬ 
tional 800 to 1,000 gigawatts of 
clean power - or nearly as much 
new renewable energy in China 
as all the electrical capacity in 
America today. That will greatly 
spur innovation in clean tech and 
help do for solar, wind and bat¬ 


teries what China did for tennis 
shoes - really drive down global 
prices. 

Also, in February, Google bought 
Nest, for $3.2 billion. Nest makes 
a $250 smart thermostat that can 
save homeowners tons of money 
by learning their temperature 
preferences and automatically 
managing their air-conditioners 
and home heating systems for 
the greatest efficiency. Also this 
year, Apple announced the de¬ 
velopment of the Apple HomeKit, 
which will enable customers to 
remotely manage their applianc¬ 
es and home energy systems on 
their iPhones. When Apple and 
Google start competing to make 
homes more energy efficient, 
watch out. We will likely see non¬ 
linear improvements. 

But what if Verleger is right - that 
just as the cost of computing 
dropped following the introduc¬ 
tion of the PC, fracking technol¬ 
ogy could flood the world with 
cheaper and cheaper oil, mak¬ 
ing it a barrier to reducing emis¬ 
sions? There is one way out of this 
dilemma. Let’s make a hard po¬ 
litical choice that’s a win for the 
climate, our country and our kids: 
Raise the gasoline tax. 

“U.S. roads are crumbling,” Ver¬ 
leger said. “Infrastructure is col¬ 
lapsing. Our railroads are a joke.” 
Meantime, gasoline prices at the 
pump are falling toward $2.50 
a gallon - which would be the 
lowest national average since 
2009 - and consumers are rush¬ 
ing to buy SUVs and trucks. The 
“clear solution,” said Verleger, is 
to set a price of, say, $3.50 a gal¬ 
lon for gasoline in America, and 
then tax any price below that up 
to that level. Let the Europeans 
do their own version. “And then 
start spending the billions on in¬ 
frastructure right now. At a tax of 
$1 per gallon, the U.S. could raise 
around $150 billion per year,” he 
said. “The investment multiplier 
would give a further kick to the 
U.S. economy - and might even 
start Europe moving.” 

So there is a way to make 2014 
that truly decisive year in con¬ 
fronting both climate and re¬ 
building America, but only our 
political leaders can write that 
lead.Q 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 _out; 

eradicate 
5 Sprinkles at the 
table 

10 _ up; support 

14 TV’s “American 

15 Cape 

16 Impolite 

17 Clutter 

18 Scolds 

20 Faux social 
blunder 

21 Disturbs; jolts 

22 Misfortune 

23 Burst 

25 _-tac-toe 

26 Robards and 
Bateman 

28 Became friends 
again 

31 Follow as a 
result of 

32 Beds for babies 
34 Trawler’s need 

36 In a_; miffed 

37 Simon & Reiser 

38 Gush forth 

39 Cheap metal 

40 Reigned 

41 Lively dance 

42 Haughtiness 

44 Under _; 
being coerced 

45 Word of disgust 

46 Terra _; patio 
pot material 

47 Laziness 

50 Apple products 

51 Noticed 

54 Entrepreneur 

57 Daddy 

58 Large kitchen 
appliance 

59 “Same for me!” 

60 Dollar bills 

61 Orangey drink 

62 Talk out of 

63 Wonderful 
Life” 

DOWN 

1 Nebbish 

2 New thought 

3 Owning 

4 Rail systems in 
some cities 


5 Leftover bits 

6 Warn 

7 Cuts off 

8 Paving goo 

9 Zoom down 
snowy slopes 

10 Walk about 
with liveliness 

11 Ladder step 

12 Probability 

13 Pain in the 
neck 

19 Housekeepers 

21 Sixth month 

24 Overwhelming 
victory 

25 Keep _ on; 
watch closely 

26 Joke around 

27 “_Get Your 

Gun” 

28 Not at all spicy 

29 Disagreeable 

30 Quick looks 

32 Peaceful 

33 Regret 

35 It was, to a 
poet 

37 Shove 


38 Categorize 

40 Correct 

41 _ up with; 
tolerates 

43 Field trip 

44 Physician 

46 Social division 
in India 

47 Edinburgh man 


48 Etna’s output 

49 Unlock 

50 Catcher’s glove 

52 Primates 

53 “Fuzzy Wuzzy 
_ bear...” 

55 Find a sum 

56 Commit perjury 

57 Luau dish 
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Not much chance 
of Congress ending 
new Cuba policy 

DEB RIECHMANN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

lack of unanimity in both 
political parties toward 
President Barack Obama’s 
sudden move to re-estab¬ 
lish ties with Cuba compli¬ 
cates any congressional 
effort to scuttle the most 
significant change in U.S. 
policy toward the commu¬ 
nist island in 50-plus years. 
His initiative faces some 
strong resistance among 
lawmakers, with criticism 
coming mostly from Re¬ 
publicans, who say the 
new policy rewards Cu¬ 
ba’s decades-long policies 
of repression, human rights 
abuses and aggression. 
Some prominent Demo¬ 
crats voiced opposition, 
too. 

Opponents spoke of hold¬ 
ing up money to set up 
a full-service U.S. em¬ 
bassy in Havana, block¬ 
ing Obama’s nominee as 
ambassador to Cuba or 
other such steps. But even 
if they were to pass sweep¬ 
ing legislation to stop what 
Obama wants to do, he 
could veto it and they are 
unlikely to muster the two- 
thirds majority to override a 
veto. 

The Republicans will con¬ 
trol both the Senate and 
House come Jan. 6, but 
they will face pressure from 
businesses and the farm in¬ 
dustry — eyeing opportuni¬ 
ties for commerce in Cuba 
— not to stand in the way 
of expanded ties. 

The U.S. declared an em¬ 
bargo on most exports 
to Cuba in October 1960 
and severed diplomatic 
relations in January 1961. 
Three months later Fidel 
Castro declared Cuba 
a socialist state — just a 
day before the doomed, 
U.S.-sponsored Bay of Pigs 
invasion meant to topple 
him. After Castro became 
ill in 2006, his brother, Raul, 
took charge of the nation, 
fewer than 100 miles (160 
kilometers) off the southern 
coast of Florida. 

Now Obama says he will 
ease economic and travel 
restrictions on Cuba and 
work with Congress to end 
the trade embargo. 


Classifieds 


Antique Shop&Opon 
Rococo Plaza rd 4A 
Tank! Leendert 

Opening hours month DEC; 
Monday- Friday Sam - 1pm 
Wholesaler BubblePlaslic 
Call for into: Ph, 741-5640 
CHRISM AS SALE 16 % 
Always Open On 
appointment call Nancy 
Ceil phi 741 5640 




Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

PLATINUM Season 

Oceanview $ 16k 
Oceanside $17500 
Oceanfront $27,500 
3 BEDRM OV $27k 
Plat. Plus Holiday 51 OV 
$46k 

Plat. Plus NY 52 OV $49k 

GOLD Season 
Oceanside $9900 
Oceanview $9k 
Oceanfront $ 14.500k 
3 BEDRM OV$ 17k 

Marriott Aruba Ocean 

club 

GOLD Season 
2B Ocean view $9k 
2B Oceanfront $14500 
IB Oceanfront $8500 

PLATINUM Season 

2B oceanview $18500 
2B Oceanfront $29k 
IB Oceanview $11500 
**Destination points 
available between $6.5 and 
$7.5 per point. 

We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 

agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba 
weeks for owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL 
or RENT any ti m eshare 
property. 


888-888-2204 Ext 111 
321-206-6293 Ext 111 
321-250-7164 Fax 

Fax Website: 

www.conciergerealty.com 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
RENAISSANCE (one bedroom) 
Week room price 
48/49 551 $5500 
30 515 $4600 

42 103 $6000 

15 327 $6500 

37/38 548 $5750 
19 547 $5000 

LA CABANA 

Week 44 room 334B $1,850 

PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 

Week 29 room 129,2 bedroom 
$5,500 

Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
vr.realty@mac.com 



Do You want to sell your 
Time Share in Aruba? 

Let us Just do it for you 
call: 005999-518-2984 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 
30 years de experiencia 

21120 

RE/SALES 

La Cabana Beach and 
Racquet Club 

Studio week 49 Room #409B 
Ocean View. Friday check in 
Price: $5000 more information 
call: 005999-518-2984 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 


Violence Against Women 


FOR RENT 


ARUBA OCEAN CIUB 

Wish to extend your stay in Aruba? 

For $110.00/day, you can. In a room with 2 
connectable rooms and 2 bathrooms, 
for up to 8 people. 

ictaglia@gmail.com sa.arvida@gmail.com 


Td 5S3 D697 7 50J-74B4 
Scotland jtr, 70 

Email: quality@setarnet.aw 
Website: www.arubaqualityapartments. 


baqualityapartments.com 

nd your Stay 



Quality Apartments 

'Sfudio Laft Apts. ’fully funvsfced 

* |Ci*C/ Ai r« / Cflblt TV * S^iipf^ipVg Pppl 

LiSS than L mile ifum Eflgii Aetith d 4 Itf^t SfMTMrlttli. 
FmI frit to aontbct dr visit m 
Wihi - fri: Bflm-7pm. Sot i Sun: 


T#DAY 


B#NDIA 


How to us! 



DOCTOR 
ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

wCa Dr. Jones 

EMERGENCIA 

911 




POLIS 

POLIS 

ORANJESTAD 
NOORD 
STA. CRUZ 
SAVANETA 
SAN NICOLAS 
FIRE DEPT. 
FIRE DEPT. 
POLIS TIPLINE 
HOSPITAL 
AMBULANCE 
SAN NICOLAS 
AMBULANCE 


100 

581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 
115 

582-1108 

11141 

527-4000 

582-1234 

584-5050 


PHARMACY 

Oranjestad: Paradera Tel: 588-6638 
San Nicolas: Aloe Tel: 584-4606 


INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 


December 19 

Norwegian Pearl 



Aruba Aiport 
American Airline 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


524-2424 

582-2700 

588-0059 

588-1900 

588-9314 

588-2244 

582- 7117 
588-4272 

583- 7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 


FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh 582-4433 _ 
Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 
Teh 583-3808 _ 
Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 


Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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IVfA55AGiE ftUP ESCORT SERVICE 
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Serving Men - Couple - Women - All Genders 
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H» bas-1 in Uvo Car c-bc-an 


Call: 565-9535 


Study: large carnivores gaining ground in Europe 


BERLIN (AP) — Brown bears, grey 
wolves and other large carnivores 
are making a comeback in Eu¬ 
rope. 

Scientists studying populations of 
bears, wolves, Eurasian lynx and 
wolverines found they have flour¬ 
ished on the continent, decades 
after being driven almost to ex¬ 
tinction by hunting and the de¬ 
struction of their habitat. 
Surprisingly, the animals aren’t just 
living in nature reserves or remote 
wilderness, but appear to co-exist 
in areas dominated by humans 
across a third of Europe’s land 
mass, the authors wrote in their 
article published in the journal Sci¬ 
ence on Thursday. 

The study found that Europe, ex¬ 
cluding Russia, Ukraine and Be¬ 
larus, “is succeeding in maintain¬ 
ing, and to some extent restoring, 
large carnivore populations on a 
continental scale” thanks in part 
to strong legal protection. 
Denmark, Belgium, Luxembourg 
and the Netherlands are the only 
continental countries to have no 
permanent breeding populations 
of at least one large carnivore. 



In this photo taken Thursday, Dec. 18, 2014, a European wolf is pictured in a 
wildlife park in Hanau, Germany. Associated Press 

Some 17,000 brown bears now in- Balkans and even parts of the Alps 
habit much of Scandinavia, the and the Pyrenees. About 12,000 


wolves can be found in those 
areas, but packs have also es¬ 
tablished themselves in much of 
eastern Europe, parts of Germa¬ 
ny, Italy, France and the Iberian 
peninsula. Eurasian lynx, who are 
thought to number about 9,000, 
are stable across Scandinavia 
and the mountainous regions of 
central and eastern Europe, while 
some 1,250 wolverines — a species 
that prefers cold climates — live in 
Scandinavia. 

A relatively tolerant attitude to¬ 
ward large carnivores has also 
emerged in recent decades. 
Guillaume Chapron, a researcher 
at the Swedish University of Agri¬ 
cultural Sciences and lead author 
of the study, cited the example of 
local herders in northwestern Spain 
who tolerate wolves killing moun¬ 
tain ponies because that keeps 
them from preying on more valu¬ 
able cattle. 

In Poland, wolves are considered 
a natural way of keeping deer 
and wild boar populations in 
check, while in Sweden and Cro¬ 
atia brown bears are hunted in a 
sustainable way, he said.Q 



This photo combo provided by the Gagarin Cosmonaut 
Training Center via NASA, shows NASA astronaut Scott Kelly 
and Russian cosmonaut Mikhail Kornienko. Associated Press 


2 astronauts will expand 
envelope with 1 -year spaceflight 


MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Flor¬ 
ida (AP) — The two men 
assigned to a one-year 
spaceflight said Thursday 
that their upcoming mis¬ 
sion will allow the world to 
push deeper into space. 
NASA astronaut Scott 
Kelly and Russian cosmo¬ 


naut Mikhail Kornienko 
will rocket into orbit from 
Kazakhstan in March and 
move into the International 
Space Station for an entire 
year. For NASA, it will rep¬ 
resent a space endurance 
record; for Russia, it will fall 
two months shy of its world 
record. 

At a news conference 


Thursday at UNESCO head¬ 
quarters in Paris, Kelly and 
Kornienko said they an¬ 
ticipate many scientific 
gains from their mission. 
Researchers need to know 
more about the prolonged 
effects of space on hu¬ 
mans, before astronauts 
embark on Mars expedi¬ 
tions lasting three years, 
round trip, they said. 

“What makes this excit¬ 
ing for me, this one-year 
flight, is about the science 
and everything we’re go¬ 
ing to learn from expand¬ 
ing the envelope on the 
space station," Kelly said. 
“If we're ever going to go 
to Mars someday, the In¬ 
ternational Space Station 
is really a great platform 
to learn much more about 


having people live and 
work in space for longer 
durations. It’s close to the 
Earth, and it's a great orbit¬ 
ing facility.” 

Kelly and Kornienko have 
been training for this mis¬ 
sion since their selection 
two years ago. Both al¬ 
ready have spent a half- 
year aboard the orbiting 
lab, on separate flights, 
and have been advised by 
previous yearlong space 
fliers to “pace yourself.” 

The 50-year-old Kelly, a 
former Navy fighter pilot, 
said his goals are the same 
as they are every time he 
flies in space: “No one 
gets hurt, we don't break 
anything and we leave as 
friends.” 

Kelly noted that his first 


spaceflight, back in 1999, 
lasted eight days. At the 
time, it “seemed like that 
was a long time.” His sec¬ 
ond flight, also on a space 
shuttle, lasted 13 days, and 
his space station visit in 
2010 lasted 159 days. 
“They're getting longer," 
he told reporters. “I think if 
I fly again,” it just goes on 
forever “and I never come 
home.” 

Kornienko, 54, a former So¬ 
viet paratrooper, said the 
support of his family has 
helped him deal with the 
preparations and the flight 
itself. 

He had exciting person¬ 
al news for those tuning 
in: “You can congratu¬ 
late me. I am becoming 
grandpa.”□ 
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Amazon-Hachette feud headlines book news in 2014 


HILLEL ITALIE 
AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Like a se¬ 
rial for the digital age, the 
book world’s most dramatic 
story of 2014 unfolded in in¬ 
stallments, often in real time. 
A dispute about e-book rev¬ 
enues between Amazon, 
com and Hachette Book 
Group led to Amazon’s re¬ 
moving buy buttons, cutting 
discounts and reducing or¬ 
ders for works ranging from 
J.K. Rowling’s latest detec¬ 
tive thriller to J.D. Salinger’s 
“Nine Stories.” The battle 
lasted for months. Hachette 
author Stephen Colbert 
flipped the bird to Amazon, 
right on camera. Amazon 
suggested that frustrated 
customers might try buying 
books elsewhere. 

You could call the resolution 
happy, and open-ended. 
The two sides agreed to a 
multiyear deal in mid-No¬ 
vember and Hachette books 
were back in full for the holi¬ 
day season. Amazon and 
Hachette each declared it¬ 
self satisfied. 

But it’s hard to say what has 
changed. Douglas Preston, 
a Hachette author who be¬ 
came a leading Amazon 
critic, expressed a common 
view among writers when 
he told The Associated Press 
recently that the standoff 
demonstrated that the on¬ 
line retailer is “ruthless and 
willing to sanction books and 
hurt authors.” Amazon’s im¬ 
age may have suffered but 
it still controls some 40 per¬ 
cent of the market, by the 
estimate of major New York 
publishers, and still has a 
hold on those who say they 
fear it. 

James Patterson, a Hachette 
author who has donated 
more than $1 million to inde¬ 
pendent sellers and worried 
that Amazon might put them 
out of business, said in a re¬ 
cent interview that he likes 
to shop at the Classic Book¬ 
shop near his home in Palm 
Beach, Florida. 

“And I do a little bit (of shop¬ 
ping) online,” he added. 
Amazon? 

“I do a little bit online,” he 
repeated, then said of Ama¬ 
zon. 

“I do understand where 
they’re coming from.” 

Here are other highlights 
from 2014: 


YESTERDAY’S NEWS: Many of 
the big fiction books of 2014 
were not published in 2014: 
An Oprah Winfrey pick. Sue 
Monk Kidd’s “The Invention 
of Wings”; Donna Tartt’s Pulit¬ 
zer Prize-winning “The Gold¬ 
finch,” a Hachette release so 
in demand that even Ama¬ 
zon left it alone; and a hand¬ 
ful of novels helped by movie 
adaptations — Gillian Flynn’s 
“Gone Girl,” John Green’s 
“The Fault In Our Stars” and 
Laura Hillenbrand’s “Un¬ 
broken.” Phil Klay’s book of 
contemporary war stories, 
“Redeployment,” won the 
National Book Award, but a 
people’s prize for top liter¬ 
ary hardcover of 2014 would 
likely go to a novel about 
World War II, Anthony Do- 
err’s “All the Light We Can¬ 
not See,” which has sold 
more than 180,000 copies. 



This Wednesday, Nov. 

19, 2014 file photo shows 
Jacqueline Woodson, winner 
of the National Book Award 
for Young People’s Literature, 
attending the 65th Annual 
National Book Awards at 
Cipriani Wall Street in New 
York. 

Associated Press 

according to Nielsen Book- 
Scan, which tracks around 
80 percent of sales. 

ROCK STARS: Readers have 
been treating young adult 
writers like rock stars, which 
is better than how they’ve 
been treating rock stars — 
at least those of a certain 
age. At 48,000 copies, “One 
Direction: Who We Are: Our 
Official Autobiography” was 
more popular than the com¬ 
bined Nielsen sales for books 
by Carlos Santana, Joe Perry 
and Jerry Lee Lewis. 
DIVERSITY: BookCon, a self- 
styled “pop culture” ver¬ 
sion of BookExpo America, 
launched in 2014 and imme¬ 





This image released by 20th Century Fox shows Ben Affleck in a 
scene from “Gone Girl.” The film, released in 2014, is based on 
the best-selling book by Gillian Flynn. Associated Press 


diately failed by only invit¬ 
ing white authors to speak. 
In response, a social media 
campaign was born, and a 
grassroots movement. We 
Need Diverse Books, soon fol¬ 
lowed. One of We Need Di¬ 
verse Books’ advisers is Jac¬ 
queline Woodson, who won 
the National Book Award 
for her young adult book 
“Brown Girl Dreaming.” She 
also, quite unintentionally, 
helped raised a substantial 


amount of money for the or¬ 
ganization. After she won her 
prize, awards emcee Daniel 
Handler of “Lemony Snicket” 
fame made an awkward 
joke about watermelon 
that even Handler later ac¬ 
knowledged was racist. He 
apologized and eventually 
donated $110,000 to WNDB. 
Woodson, a published au¬ 
thor for nearly 25 years, sees 
the industry alternating be¬ 
tween cycles of recognition 


and neglect. Now, she be¬ 
lieves, recognition is under¬ 
way, citing Jason Reynolds 
and Aisha Saeed as among 
the promising young adult 
writers. Meanwhile, Wood- 
son wants to get around to 
an adult book she’s been 
meaning to write. “My plan 
for January is to get quiet 
again, and write.” 

GETTING PERSONAL (AND 
POLITICAL): Lena Dunham 
only begins the story. It was 
a good year for personal 
essays, including those that 
are more than personal, 
with acclaimed collections 
from Roxane Gay, Charles 
D’Ambrosio and Meghan 
Daum among others. Leslie 
Jamison, author of the best¬ 
selling “The Empathy Exams: 
Essays,” wrote in a recent 
email that “readers are be¬ 
coming increasingly drawn 
to forms of personal writing 
that also look outward at the 
world: that blend the rev¬ 
elations of memoir with the 
inquiries of journalism and 
criticism.”□ 
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McCartney reflects on yesterday, today and tomorrow 



In this Oct. 15, 2014 file photo, former Beatle Sir Paul McCartney 
performs in concert as part of his Out There tour at Philips Arena 
in Atlanta. Associated Press 


HILLEL ITALIE 

AP National Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Sir Paul 

McCartney is 72, and only 

the wrinkles give his years 

away. 

Interviewed recently at his 
midtown Manhattan office 
suite, he seems as boyish 
and light-footed as he was 
on stage decades ago for 
“The Ed Sullivan Show,” his 
manner informal, his build 
slender and well suited for 
jeans and a form-fitting 
sweater. He's so young in 
his thoughts that he will 
dismiss the idea of a mem¬ 
oir as a project for his 70s, 
catch himself, and dismiss a 
book again as if time were 
still a distant bother. 
Memories can be found 
in his otherwise bright and 
modern office, from a small 
black and white photo tak¬ 
en of him by his late wife, 
Linda, to the abstract paint¬ 
ings by his late friend Willem 
de Kooning. But he is here 
to promote the present, 
a score he completed for 


Destiny, a first-person shoot¬ 
er game for PlayStation and 
Xbox. The premise was in¬ 
triguing partly because he 
is no more adept at video 
games than he is at read¬ 
ing sheet music (many rock 
stars can’t), and because 
the closing song he wrote, 
the ballad “Hope for the 
Future," captures how he 


looks upon the world. 

"I thought, ‘Seeing it’s a 
shoot-em-up game, I will 
be the optimistic hope for 
the future,”’ he says. “I will 
write something that sums 
up that side of the game." 
Writing songs on commis¬ 
sion has been a pastime for 
McCartney since his years 
with the Beatles, when he 


composed the soundtrack 
for the 1966 film "The Fam¬ 
ily Way." He likes the chal¬ 
lenge of fitting a piece of 
music into a pre-existing 
narrative, comparing it to 
solving a crossword puzzle. 
One of his favorite tests was 
coming up with the theme 
song, a top five solo hit for 
McCartney, for the 1973 
James Bond thriller "Live 
and Let Die.” 

“It’s like ‘Live and Let Die,' 
how the hell am I am going 
to write a song like that?” 
he says. “I can’t change 
the title. I can’t say I’m go¬ 
ing to write a song, ‘Live 
and Let Fish.’ Then you sit 
around and go, ‘OK, “You 
used to say ‘Live and let 
live’ ...’" You work out a 
whole hypothesis." 
McCartney doesn’t think 
of himself as a personal 
writer in the tradition of his 
former collaborator, John 
Lennon. His songs often are 
less about his own life than 
about assuming a mood or 
identity. So he is as com¬ 
fortable declaring "Hope 
for the Future” as he was 
confiding “I believe in yes¬ 
terday," as likely to imagine 
a lonely old woman ("Elea¬ 
nor Rigby”) as to put in a 
word for “Silly Love Songs.” 
At times he takes on social 
causes, or at least tries. Hav¬ 
ing written "Blackbird” for 
the civil rights movement 
in the ‘60s, he attempted 
a song about police killings 
in Ferguson, Missouri, and 
New York City. 

“I was thinking recently 
about all these protests in 
New York and around the 
country. I thought it would 
be great to put something 
down about that, just to 
add my voice to the thou¬ 
sands of people walking 
in the streets,” he says. "I 
thought it through and it just 
didn't come easily. I’m not 
giving up on it, but it didn’t 
come easily, whereas some 
other emotions might come 


easily to me.” 

While forever a Beatle in 
the hearts of millions, he 
keeps his mind open to all 
moments. He sends out 
tweets on occasion and 
texts his friends, although 
the fine points of Spotify 
are beyond him (that’s 
what lawyers are for). Sam 
Smith is a favorite young 
singer, and McCartney re¬ 
cently attended a Jay-Z/ 
Kanye West concert, found 
it “amazing” and praised 
their lyrics as "modern po¬ 
etry.” 

McCartney makes frequent 
visits to his native Liverpool, 
where he helped found The 
Liverpool Institute for Per¬ 
forming Arts on the site of 
the school he and George 
Harrison attended as boys. 
And he keeps in close 
touch with family members 
and past associates, enjoy¬ 
ing local gossip or joking 
with Beatles producer Sir 
George Martin. Loved ones 
speak to him from beyond. 
McCartney finds himself re¬ 
membering his late father’s 
pet expressions, like “Get 
stripped, you're on next,” 
meaning asking a guest 
to take his coat off. While 
working on a song — the 
melodies come to him con¬ 
stantly — he might summon 
the spirit of Lennon. 

"I imagine myself back into 
a room with John, and I’ll 
think (about a lyric), ‘Ugh, 
that’s no good.’ And I'll 
imagine him saying, ‘No, 
can’t do that.’ So I’m us¬ 
ing him as a sort of judge of 
what I’m doing,” McCart¬ 
ney says. 

History — the Beatles, Eng¬ 
land, childhood — follows 
him everywhere, whether 
to a White House party 
where young friends of the 
Obamas gushed like the 
kids of old, or a birthday 
party in Tokyo for his current 
wife, Nancy. The entertain¬ 
ment was Queen and Bea¬ 
tles tribute bands.Q 
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DECO DIAMOND, DIAMOND DIAL 
ON BLUE NIGHTS CRYSTAL 


Shiva's 


L.G. Smith Blvd. #94 
Royal Plaza Mall, Oranjestad, Aruba 
Tel: (297) 583-4077 - Fax: (297) 582-6791 
E mail: shivasaruba@setarnet.aw - www.shivasjewelers.com 


(2 Locations) LG - Smith Blvd - #95 

Palm Beach Plaza Mall, Palm Beach, Aruba 

Tel: (297) 586-2526 - Fax: (297) 582-6791 
E-mail: shivasaruba@setarnet.aw - www.shivasjewelers.com 
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